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PREFACE. 


This  work  commenced  in  January  last,  is  just  completed,  con- 
taining five  hundred  and  twelve  pages,  in  eight  numbers,  one  in 
each  month  ending  with  August  the  first,  of  which  is  here  pre- 
sented to  the  public.  The  collection  of  facts  with  positive  proofs 
had  previously  cost  the  author  the  untiring  labours  of  more  than 
a  year.  In  this  will  be  found  a  general  outline  of  what  is  to  fol- 
low, with  many  astounding  developments  of  iniquity  and  some 
reflections  upon  the  motives,  policies,  and  acts  of  the  Virginia  idiot 
and  outcast  so  strangely  misplaced  when  whirled  into  power  by 
the  political  tornado  which  swept  over  the  land  in  1840.  That 
snch  a  man  should  so  long  have  presided  over  the  destinies  of 
such  a  people,  contaminating  the  executive  chair,  poisoning  the 
sources  of  legislation,  and  corrupting  the  public  morals,  must 
ever  be  regretted  and  remain  an  indelible  blot  upon  our  national 
character,  while  impartial  history  requires  that  all  his  perfidies, 
villanies,  and  treasons  should  be  held  up  to  public  view  for  the 
execration  of  mankind  in  all  time  to  come.  The  task  is  here 
begun  and  will  be  most  faithfully  performed,  though  in  delineating 
the  character  of  the  wicked,  the  sensitive  mind  is  ever  pained 
while  it  delights  to  dwell  upon  the  virtues  and  honor  the  achieve- 
ments of  the  great  and  the  good.  For  what  pure  bosom  does  not 
swell  with  rapturous  enthusiasm  at  the  mere  name  of  Washington, 
so  replete  in  its  associations  with  all  that  adorns  and  exalts  human 
nature,  while  a  blush  for  our  country  crimsons  the  cheek  that 
the  proudest  station  on  earth  once  dignified  by  him  who  was 
first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  coun- 
trymen," should  have  been  defiled  by  one,  who  like  a  veno- 
mous reptile  had  wound  his  slippery  way  to  a  giddy  eminence 
from  whence  he  could  not  look  down  without  being  bewildered  at 
the  strangeness  of  his  situation  and  the  mystery  of  that  destiny  by 
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which  he  had  been  thus  misplaced,  who  converted  the  Presiden- 
tial mansion  into  a  den  of  public  robbers,  where  offices  of  the  gov- 
ernment were  sold  like  private  property  to  the  highest  bidders  and 
the  treasury  plundered  of  its  hundreds  of  thousands  with  impunity, 
and  scenes  of  profanity  and  debauchery  and  all  that  is  degrading 
and  disgusting  among  the  most  infamous  were  boldly  practiced  at 
noon  day  as  well  as  amidst  the  darkness  of  the  night ;  who  knew 
no  means  too  base  to  bring  into  requisition,  nor  no  instruments  too 
vile  to  accomplish  his  foul  designs,  as  known  felons  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  his  confidence  in  matters  that  were  sedulously  concealed 
from  his  constitutional  advisers,  who  seemed  to  delight  in  making 
his  honest  and  true  friends  the  special  objects  of  his  persecution, 
while  to  purchase  their  silence,  the  most  worthless  of  his  revilers, 
were  often  made  the  recipients  of  his  favors  and  the  dispensers  of 
his  official  patronage,  who  through  fear  of  personal  violence  after 
having  been  grossly  insulted  in  the  executive  chair  has  been  made 
to  appoint  those  whom  he  had  basely  promised  and  to  pay  of  his 
ill-gotten  gain  to  prevent  an  exposure  of  some  of  his  infernal 
plots,  prepared  for  publication  by  his  confederates  in  iniquity, 
who  got  up  a  national  convention  to  promote  a  personal  intrigue 
and  delude  a  single  individual  to  whom  he  should  have  been  most 
frank  and  candid  than  which  a  more  infamous  scheme  was  never 
conceived  in  the  mind  of  man  or  disgraced  civilized  life,  whose 
faithlessness  and  recklessness  had  become  so  habitual  that  not  even 
members  of  his  his  cabinet  could  predicate  a  promise  upon  his 
word,  or  rely  upon  him  from  one  hour  to  the  next  upon  grave  ques- 
tions of  State,  in  whose  heart  nothing  true  nor  confiding  dwells ; 
and  who,  like  Judas,  would  have  sold  his  God  for  thirty  pieces  of 
silver,  but  unlike  him  would  never  have  repented  and  returned  the 
price  of  his  apostacy.   Bold  this  may  appear,  but  truth  will  ever 
proudly  sustain  itself  and  ultimately  triumph,  though  falsehood  and 
error  may  sometimes,  for  a  brief  period,  maintain  a  partial  ascend- 
encv ;  and  if  the  facts  contained  in  this  work  do  not  satisfy  the 
American  public  that  John  Tyler  is  one  of  the  most  Aale  and  reck- 
less men  known  in  history,  I  will  admit  myself  an  infamous  libeler 
unfit  for  human  society. 


SECRET    HISTORY 


INTRIGUES  AND  CORRUPTIONS 


THE  TYLER  DYNASTY. 


LETTER  NO.  1. 


Washington,  January,  i845. 

TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  JOHN  TYLER, 

Sir, — I  thus  address  you  before  the  public,  as  the  only 
mode  to  touch  your  cold  and  callous  heart.  To  charge  you 
in  private  with  your  treachery  and  duplicity,  would  be  as 
futile  as  the  attempt  to  make  durable  impressions  upon  the 
sands  of  a  troubled  ocean.  Your  avarice  and  your  ambi- 
tion, heightened  by  headstrong  passions,  have  chilled  your 
very  nature,  and  frozen  up  every  warm  and  generous  feel- 
ing of  a  heart  no  longer  human.  You  will  pocket  insult 
after  insult  from  the  friends  you  have  deceived,  betrayed  and 
ruined,  and  again  and  again,  call  upon  high  Heaven  to 
witness  that  you  will  at  once  repair  their  wrongs ;  yet  no 
matter  how  sacred  the  pledge,  it  is  violated  in  your  very 
heart  when  made,  unless  through  fear,  compelled  to  perform, 
or  you  think  it  will  advance  your  pecuniary  interests  or  pro- 
mote your  personal  aggrandizement. 

To  hold  you  up  to  the  scorn  of  a  world  that  seldom 
judges  wrong,  is  the  intent  of  this  volume  of  letters ;  and 
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by  those  who  know  you  not,  as  I  do,  this  bold  attack  from 
one  of  your  earliest  and  once  most  devoted  friends,  may 
be  deemed  unkind,  and  perhaps  "  most  wondrous  strange." 
But,  when  this  great  and  good  people  shall  have  read  my 
true  delineation  of  the  separate  merits  of  your  life  and 
character,  I  would  turn  my  back  upon  my  native  country, 
and  trace  the  course  of  the  dark  winding  Danube,  till  I  reached 
the  great  metropolis  of  the  Roman  Empire,  in  its  decline, 
there  to  live  and  die,  far  from  home  and  friends,  and  all  the 
fond  scenes  and  recollections  of  youth,  did  I  not  believe  that 
the  pure  descendants  of  the  Anglo  Saxon  race  who  inhabit 
this  country,  would  despise  the  very  soil  upon  which  you 
tread,  and  even  the  station  you  occupy,  while  defiled  by  a 
man  in  whom  neither  friend  or  foe  can  place  any  confi- 
dence, and  whose  faithlessness  has  become  so  proverbial, 
that,  were  he  a  witness,  he  could  be  impeached  in  a  Court 
of  justice ;  and,  Chief  Magistrate  as  you  are,  should  you 
ever  be  offered  where  I  am  the  opposing  counsel,  I  pledge 
myself  to  make  any  intelligent  jury  disbelieve  you  under 
oath. 

You  must  permit  these  peculiar  liberties  in  one  of  your 
very  few  selected  confidential  friends,  who,  while  you  re- 
mained a  candidate,  was  the  sole  dispenser  of  your  favors 
over  a  large  portion  of  this  great  Union,  one  whom  you 
personally  requested  to  ascertain  who  of  your  enemies  were 
in  office,  and  that  to  write  you  would  at  once  procure 
their  removal  and  the  appointment  of  whomsoever  I  might 
designate.  No  man  dare  deny  this,  not  even  you,  with  all 
your  gross  effrontery  and  entire  destitution  of  principle,  for, 
strange  as  it  may  appear,  it  is  susceptible  of  positive  and 
unequivocal  proof,  corroborated  by  a  chain  of  circumstances 
that  will  flood  any  reflecting  mind  with  superfluous  convic- 
tion. 

But,  think  not  that  I  would  disclose  any  thing  with  which 
you  may  have  entrusted  me,  unless  justified  by  the  strictest 
rules  of  honor.    No  such  stain  can  ever  darken  my  charae- 
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ter,  nor  will  any  one  make  the  foul  aspersion.  But  where 
confidence  is  mutual,  the  one  by  whom  it  is  first  violated, 
absolves  the  other  from  all  obligation,  as  in  all  laws,  moral 
and  municipal,  and  often  renders  a  full  disclosure  necessary 
for  self  protection ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  peculiar 
position  in  which  your  double  refined  treachery  had  placed 
me  with  my  friends,  in  matters  where  I  was  your  endorser, 
and  where  necessity  compelled  me  to  expose  your  duplicity, 
you  might  have  been  saved  a  scathing,  which  will  endure 
with  your  history,  and  I  from  thus  trampling  upon  the  ashes 
of  the  dead. 

Shakspeare,  or  some  one  else,  has  somewhere  said  some- 
thing like  this,  that 

"  Some  were  born  to  greatness, 
Some  were  great  by  nature, 
And  some  had  greatness  thrust  upon  them." 

When  suddenly  placed  by  you  in  the  latter  position,  and 
made  generalissimo  over  all  the  office  holders  in  a  mighty 
State,  I  own,  I  was  astonished.  I  had  learned  to  respect  you 
while  at  a  distance.  When  I  heard  your  awful  profanity, 
and  saw  you  give  vent  to  your  violent  anger,  in  a  manner 
disgraceful  to  human  nature,  I  was  struck  with  amazement ; 
I  trembled  for  my  country,  and  the  safety  and  perpetuity  of 
her  free  institutions.  Shades  of  Washington  and  Franklin  ! 
Spirits  of  the  departed  worthies  of  the  revolution,  look 
down  from  your  blessed  abodes  upon  the  degradation  of 
your  immediate  descendants,  I  was  about  involuntarily  to 
exclaim — in  your  presence !  Was  it  possible,  thought  I, 
that  you  were  the  President  of  my  beloved  country,  and. 
filled  the  chair  once  dignified  by  the  great  benefactor  of  our 
race  ?  With  a  kind  of  rustic  gaze,  I  looked  at  the  giddy  old 
man,  whose  head  and  senses  had  been  bewildered  and  en- 
tranced by  his  own  sudden  elevation  to  power, — thought  of 
Hazael's  rapid  change  after  his  ascension  to  a  throne,  and  of 
the  atrocities  he  then  committed,  which  when  foretold  him 
by  the  prophet,  had  so  shocked  him,  that  he  exclaimed :  "  But 
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what,  is  thy  servant  a  dog,  that  he  should  do  these  things  P 
And,  in  fact,  dreading  the  effect  of  a  similar  cause,  fearing  that 
my  own  brain  might  become  distempered,  and  my  own  heart 
corroded,  I  hesitated  awhile  about  accepting  the  proffered 
boon;  but  being  somewhat  of  a  political  philosopher  in 
town  meeting  matters,  concluded  for  a  while  to  be  the 
power  behind  the  throne,  greater  than  the  throne  itself.  I 
did  it  more  for  my  countiy's  good  than  otherwise,  knowing 
that  while  I  was  the  star  in  the  ascendant,  it  would  keep 
back  in  outer  darkness,  some  of  the  very  small  twinkling 
luminaries  which  moved  about  you  in  their  respective  orbits, 
whose  dimensions  I  may  calculate  at  some  future  period, 
should  they  ever  cross  my  track  or  interfere  in  this  matter 
with  you. 

Those  who  know  you  well  will  not  at  all  be  sur- 
prised at  this  or  any  thing  with  which  you  may  be 
charged;  though  it  doubtless  will  astonish  the  American 
people,  that  a  village  lawyer,  who  happened  to  be  the  editor 
of  a  country  paper,  should  thus,  without  solicitation,  be 
placed  in  a  position  by  which  he  could  remove  and  appoint 
at  will,  officers  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  grade,  as  men 
exalted  in  station,  flocked  aroimd  me  by  hundreds,  as  also 
hundreds  of  others  wishing  for  their  places ;  and  while  at 
home,  my  peaceful,  happy  village,  became  a  miniature 
national  metropolis,  so  far  as  hungry  applicants  for  office 
could  make  it  appear  so ;  and  when  here,  even  members  of 
your  cabinet  were  made  to  quail  before  me,  and  sent  into 
retirement. 

I  need  not  remind  you,  that  facts  furnished  by  me,  caused 
you  to  expel  from  the  Secretaryship  of  the  Treasury,  the 
celebrated  John  C.  Spencer,  and  that  in  consequence  of 
the  reluctance  of  your  Postmaster  General  to  obey  your 
peremptory  order,  obtained  by  me,  to  remove  and  appoint 
certain  Postmasters,  to  ensure  a  respectable  delegation  from 
my  State  in  your  Convention,  you  threatened  his  expulsion 
also  •  and  had  I  not  left  Washington,  at  your  special  request, 
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for  the  purpose  of  spurring  up  your  office  holders  to  attend 
at  Baltimore,  or  pay  the  expenses  of  those  who  should,  I 
would  have  procured  his  removal  also,  and  hence  have 
driven  to  different  extremities  of  the  Union  two  of  the  most 
important  members  of  your  Cabinet  Councils. 

But  it  was  most  fortunate  that  it  so  happened,  for  in  Mr. 
Wickliife  the  nation  would  have  suffered  an  irreparable  loss 
at  that  peculiar  period  in  its  history.  That  sterling  man 
deserves  more  from  this  people  than  almost  any  individual 
living,  for  the  firmness  with  which  he  resisted  the  repeated 
attempts  of  yourself  and  sons  to  prostitute  the  tremendous 
patronage  of  that  important  Department,  to  ensure  your 
nomination  and  promote  their  sinister  designs. 

As  this  will  be  the  subject  of  a  subsequent  letter,  and  as 
facts  are  fast  coming  to  my  knowledge,  of  the  most  startling 
character,  upon  it  I  will  say  no  more  at  present,  and  have 
only  said  thus  much  to  prepare  the  public  mind  for  what 
would  have  alarmed  and  astonished  the  most  .wicked  and 
barbarous  nations  of  antiquity.  In  the  purer  days  of  our 
republican  simplicity,  the  single  letter  of  a  gentleman,  to 
procure  the  removal  of  only  four  "  rascally  postmasters," 
caused  much  excitement  throughout  the  nation. 

But  little  did  the  people  then  think,  that  such  a  man  as 
you,  would,  "  like  the  reptile,  crawl  to  the  eminence  which 
alone  belongs  to  the  eagle,"  and  attempt,  by  wholesale,  to 
purchase  support  with  the  patronage  of  a  branch  of  the 
Government,  which,  wielded  with  Machiavilean  policy,  un- 
checked by  an  honest  Postmaster  General,  can  make  any 
man  President  at  will ;  and  when  they  are  rightly  informed 
of  the  course  you  have  pursued,  and  how  your  plans  have 
been  thwarted,  while  they  will  brand  you  with  eternal  in- 
famy and  disgrace  for  such  cold  calculating  villainy,  they 
will  cherish  lasting  and  heartfelt  feelings  of  gratitude  for 
the  member  of  your  Cabinet  who  had  the  integrity  and 
moral  courage  to  prevent  its  extensive  patronage  from  being 
prostituted  to  promote  your  ambitious  projects. 
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Had  I  been  the  controlling  spirit  of  your  organ  here; 
obstinate  and  mulish  as  you  are,  I  could  have  forced  you  into 
the  Presidential  Chair  by  an  election  of  the  people  in  1844, 
but  thanks  to  my  presiding  genius  or  the  fates  who  had 
otherwise  ordained,  for  neither  God  or  my  country  could  ever 
have  forgiven  me  for  so  base  an  act.  When  you  declined, 
you  abandoned  your  friends  and  threw  yourself  into  the 
arms  of  those  very  enemies  who  had,  as  you  had  said? 
abused  you  with  all  the  fuiy  of  demons,  and  if  at  times,  in- 
jured nature  resumed  her  rights,  and  a  grateful  emotion  was 
suffered  to  swell  in  your  bosom,  you  were  sure  to  select  from 
your  supporters  some  low  Irish  renegade,  some  runaway 
Virginian,  or  some  impostor  Italian  Count,  to  fill  exalted 
stations,  to  the  exclusion  of  worth  and  talent. 

No  wonder  you  are  so  much  despised  by  all  honorable 
men,  when  your  choice  associates  now,  and  the  dispensers 
of  your  favors,  are  the  very  men  with  whom  you  were  not 
on  social  terms  a  short  time  since.  But  once  a  villain  always 
a  villain,  and  what  confidence  should  be  placed  in  the  wretch 
who  has  once  deceived  his  friend  or  betrayed  his  party. 
You  have  ever  been  disposed  to  truckle  to  your  enemies,  at 
the  sacrifice  of  your  friends.  Look  at  your  appointment  of 
your  late  Secretary  of  War,  after  his  famous  phillippic  against 
you  at  Syracuse.  You  are  wont  to  kiss  the  rod  that  smites, 
and  like  the  Spaniel,  crouch  at  the  feet  of  those  who  spurn 
and  kick  you. 

Did  you  know  how  heartily  they  ridicule  you,  and  in  what 
profound  contempt  you  are  held  by  these  very  men,  you 
would  loathe  yourself ;  and  had  you  any  sensibility  left,  your 
life  would  be  a  burden,  and  do  you  think  they  will  ever  regard 
you  otherwise,  you  understand  little  of  the  human  heart  and 
the  character  of  men. 

You  have  said,  that  no  man  had  done  more  than  myself 
by  my  writings,  to  prostrate  Van  Buren  and  elevate  you  in 
the  character  of  the  American  people,  for  which  last,  I  pray 
Heaven  to  forgive  me,  and  as  an  atonement  in  part,  be  it  my 
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humble  task  through  life,  to  correct  the  erroneous  opinions 
thus  formed  in  your  favor  through  my  exertions,  and  with 
all  the  feelings  which  animated  the  father  of  the  great  Car- 
thaginian, will  I  make  my  children  swear  upon  the  altar  of 
their  country's  good,  to  accomplish  what  their  father  leaves 
undone. 

Let  no  one  think  that  disappointment  on  my  own  account 
has  prompted  these  remarks,  as  you  know  your  offer  to  give 
me  an  office,  was  spurned  with  that  feeling  of  indignation 
at  your  perfidy  to  others,  that  could  no  longer  be  suppressed, 
and  had  I  known  what  I  now  do  of  you,  I  would  have 
insulted  the  man  who  should  have  offered  me  a  personal  in- 
troduction to  you.  If  I  cannot  say  with  Junius,  that  ample 
justice  has  been  done  you  by  abler  pens  than  mine,  I  will 
collect  their  scattered  sweets  till  their  united  virtues  torture 
the  sense ;  and  rest  assured,  that  if  the  people  would  not 
do  the  loud-called-for  "justice  to  John  Tyler,"  I  will  in  your 
own  life  time,  and  so  that  you  shall  not  outlive  your  infamy. 

For  a  man  in  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life  to  be  faithless, 
is  of  itself,  a  sufficient  curse  to  the  community  around  him  ; 
for  one  "  clothed  with  a  little  brief  authority"  to  be  so,  is  still 
worse,  and  causes  many  of  the  ills  incident  to  life,  and  never 
fails  to  bring  down  upon  the  authors  the  indignation  of  an 
incensed  public : — but  for  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  twenty-six 
confederated  republican  States,  containing  twenty  millions 
of  freemen,  the  most  intelligent  and  high-minded  on  earth, 
to  be  vain,  giddy,  reckless,  faithless,  ambitious,  and  entirely 
destitute  of  all  the  finer  attributes  of  our  nature  ;  who  can 
imagine  the  injuries  he  inflicts — who  can  count  the  sighs 
of  suffering  virtue — who  can  know  the  ruin  thus  brought 
upon  families  and  individuals — and  who  can  feel  the  pangs, 
but  those  thus  betrayed  and  ruined  ?  Oh  !  when  I  hear  the 
stories  of  their  wrongs  and  their  sufferings,  I  can  neither 
hate  or  despise  you ;  you  dwell  below  either,  and  our  lan- 
guage has  no  idea  of  detestation  that  can  reach  you.  Know, 
sir,  that  no  man  ever  deceived  me  with  impunity ;    and 
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Chief  Magistrate  as  you  are,  I  will  drag  you  before  the  pub- 
lic, and  expose  the  odious  means  that  you  have  used  to 
accomplish  your  ends,  the  heartless  promises  you  have  made 
and  violated,  to  your  devoted  friends,  who  then  knew  you 
not,  and  literally  ruined  by  your  base  and  deceptive  tricks  and 
pledges.  I  know  them  by  scores,  have  espoused  their  cause, 
taken  their  affidavits,  and  am  prepared  to  arraign  you  before 
the  public,  and  convict  you  of  what  will  make  all  pure  men 
thrust  you  out  of  their  society,  and  hand  you  down  to  pos- 
terity, hated,  degraded,  and  despised.  "  Honest  John  Tyler  !" 
Heaven  save  the  mark !  will  never,  more,  be  talked  of. 
But  how  such  a  man  was  ever  called  honest,  will  be  the 
wonder  of  the  age  ! 

i  Does  venom  rankle  in  my  bosom  ?  It  never  rankled  there 
without  a  cause ;  and  the  two  prime  articles  of  my  creed 
have  been,  through  life,  never  to  forget  a  friend  nor  forgive 
an  enemy,  until  the  one  was  most  amply  repaid  for  his 
kindness,  and  the  other  most  revengefully  disgraced  for  his 
unkindness.  Is  my  language  severe?  I  will  prove  your 
conduct  such,  that  even  your  station  should  be  no  protection, 
as  there  is  a  point  beyond  which  forbearance  ceases  to  be  a 
virtue ;  and  it  seems  a  man  has  been  found,  among  the 
curiosities  of  the  age,  to  render  the  most  exalted  station  on 
earth  disreputable.  A  marvelous  age  this,  truly  ! — a  great 
country  and  a  mighty  people — but  what  a  President ! 

Our  first  interview  satisfied  me  that  you  were  very  weak, 
and  knew  nothing  of  men.  After  the  usual  salutation,  you 
said  you  had  been  much  delighted  with  my  exertions  in 
your  favor,  had  long  been  wishing  to  see  me,  and  make  me 
a  confidential  friend  and  correspondent.  You  then  took 
from  under  your  table  cloth  a  small  piece  of  paper,  on  which 
you  had  some  half  dozen  names,  and  placed  mine  with  the 
number,  and  told  me  that  any  removals  and  appointments  I 
might  desire,  should  be  promptly  made,  by  sending  the 
names  and  request,  in  a  letter  to  you  personally  ;  that  you 
had  many  enemies  in  Office,  and  was  very  anxious  to 
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have  their  places  supplied  with  your  friends  and  adherents. 

You  next  asked  me  how  your  Texas  movement  pleased 
the  people  in  my  section.  After  my  reply,  you  took  up  the 
last  number  of  Bennett's  Herald,  and  read  from  it,  in  which 
you  had  been  charged  with  swearing  profanely,  and  ot 
saying,  with  an  oath,  that  the  Texas  question  would  sweep 
all  before  it,  and  make  you  President  again,  as  sure  as  fate. 
You  thought  you  might  have  said  something  of  the  kind, 
but  denied  the  oaths  ;  yet,  in  the  course  of  that  part  of  the 
conversation,  at  least  twice  you  took  the  name  of  your 
Creator  in  vain.  You  then  inquired  about  the  principal 
Postmasters  in  my  State ;  what  they  were  doing  for  you, 
and  who  would  support  you  if  you  run  upon  a  third  ticket, 
and  where  changes  could  be  made  advantageous  to  your 
interests  in  the  approaching  Presidential  contest ;  to  all  of 
which  I  replied  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

You  were  then  very  inquisitive  about  a  certain  United 
States  Marshal  of  a  very  important  district ;  I  told  you  of 
his  toast,  which  ultimately  procured  his  removal,  made  in  a 
very  public  place,  in  which  he  said  :  "  Here  is  success  to  the 

Mill  boy  of  the  Slashes,  G — d  d n  the  traitor  John  Tyler 

any  how,  he  has  been  a  curse  and  blight  to  the  country,  and 
should  have  died  long  since,  and  would  to  Heaven  he  had." 
You  sprang  upon  your  feet  in  a  second,  clenched  your  fists, 
and  uttered  oaths  and  imprecations,  with  the  recital  of 
which  I  will  not  pollute  this  work. 

More  plasphemous  language  is  seldom  heard,  and  the 
account  which  Botts  gave  of  your  conversation,  when  you 
slept  together,  falls  far  short  of  your  exhibition  on  this  occa- 
sion. No  foul  spirit  could  have  given  vent  to  more  spite. 
Your  whole  frame  was  convulsed  with  anger,  and  shook 
like  an  aspen  leaf;  you  turned  pale,  and  were  truly  fright- 
ful. 1  sat  in  amazement  till  your  passion  had  partially 
subsided,  when  you  asked  me  to  name  some  friend  to  sup- 
ply the  place  of  the  infernal  villain,  as  you  now  called  him, 
all  worse  epithets  having  been  exhausted. 
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I  remarked  that  it  was  a  responsible  and  dignified  station, 
and  required  time  to  reflect,  and  caution  should  be  exercised 
in  making  the  selection.  To  which  you  responded,  that  it 
was  always  so ;  if  you  had  a  confidential  friend,  he  was 
never  ready  to  act,  and  again  demanded  of  me  the  name  of 
some  friend  of  yours  to  supply  his  place. 

I  told  you  at  last,  that  I  knew  a  gentleman  who  had 
spoken  well  of  you,  and  had  early  said  that  Mr.  Van  Buren 
could  never  be  elected  President  after  his  signal  defeat  in 
1840,  and  therefore  he  should  oppose  his  nomination,  and 
would  at  once  write  and  ascertain  if  he  would  accept  the 
office,  which  I  did,  and  showed  you  the  reply  in  about  a 
week  thereafter,  in  which  he  said,  if  he  could  be  sure  of 
the  place,  he  would  curtail  his  business,  and  prepare  for  the 
discharge  of  its  duties 

"  What,  does  he  doubt  my  word,"  said  you.  "  Not  in  the 
least,"  I  replied,  "  but  he  wishes  to  be  certain."  "  Certain," 
you  responded ;  "  I  will  at  once  make  the  appointment." 
I  remarked,  "  it  was  near  the  end  of  the  session,  and  that 
he  was  too  good  a  man  to  be  guillotined  by  the  Senate." 
You  then  requested  me  to  see  you  the  day  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress,  when  the  same  should  be  promptly  done. 
On  which  day  I  appeared,  when  you  requested  me  to  wait 
ten  days  longer ;  I  replied  that  I  had  come  a  distance  of 
six  hundred  miles,  and  was  anxious  to  have  it  performed  at 
once. 

But  no,  had  you  been  prompt  to  keep  your  word,  you 
would  have  been  out  of  your  element — as  I  have  heard 
of  men  before,  who  would  be  faithless  and  corrupt,  when 
truth  and  honesty  would  better  subserve  their  immediate 
ends,  and  of  natural  thieves,  whose  love  to  steal  would 
make  even  men  of  wealth  pilfer  the  most  trifling  article,  at 
a  sacrifice  of  time  which  they  knew  to  be  worth  double 
to  them  the  value  stolen  ;  but  it  was  inbred  in  their  very 
nature,  they  could  not  resist  the  temptation.  Perhaps  this 
would  be  the  best  excuse  to  be  urged  in  your  favor,  that  faith- 
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lessness  and  duplicity  were  natural  propensities,  irresistible 
in  their  sway,  and  entirely  beyond  your  control.  You  again 
broke  your  pledge  at  the  end  of  ten  days,  and  renewed  youi 
promise ;  and  again  and  again,  *  *  *  *  * 
all  false,  black-hearted,  rotten  to  the  core ;  no  reliance, 
nothing  abiding,  but  all  faithless  as  the  prince  of  darkness, 
for  no  mortal  could  have  been  more  so.  He  came  himself. 
Oft  and  repeatedly  did  you  renew  your  promise  to  him  and 
his  other  friends,  as  I  began  to  despise  you  so,  for  your 
infamous  deception,  that  I  would  not  contaminate  myself 
by  speaking  to  you  at  all.  You  sent  him  back  after  new 
letters. 

He  came  with  all  you  had  requested.  You  then  wanted 
the  Governor  of  his  State  to  recommend  him.  Again  he 
went  and  returned  with  what  you  requested  of  him.  You 
then  told  him  that  he  must  go  home  and  vote,  as  you  should 
not  make  the  appointment  till  after  election,  an^  then  it  should 
surely  be  done.  I  told  him  to  let  you  go  to  perdition,  with 
your  falsehoods,  and  not  degrade  himself  with  you  more. 
But  no,  he  went  home  and  voted,  returned,  and  was  disap- 
pointed. 

He  had  previously  expended  several  hundred  dollars  in 
getting  up  your  Conventions,  and  in  the  support  of  papers 
advocating  your  cause.  You  had  now  kept  him  out  of 
business  over  half  a  year,  caused  him  three  times  to  go  a 
distance  of  six  hundred  miles  ;  and  after  obtaining  a  letter 
from  the  worthy  Governor  of  his  great  State,  with  strong 
ones  from  your  'promising  son  Robert,  and  your  worthy 
Premier  behind  the  throne,  Joel  B.  Sutherland,  you  cruelly 
disappointed  him,  and  gave  the  place  to  a  man  of  straw, 
who  can  scarcely  write  his  own  name  or  spell  three  English 
words  correct  in  succession,  who  was  only  recommended  by 
an  individual,  with  whom  at  home  no  gentleman  will  asso- 
ciate in  public  or  private  life,  entirely  destitute  of  character 
or  caste,  socially  and  politically  ;  a  cowardly  poltroon,  who 
has  often  suffered  himself  to  be  insulted  for  his  meanness 
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without  daring  to  make  the  least  show  of  resentment,  and 
whose  only  qualifications,  are  impudence,  ignorance,  confi  • 
dence  and  vileness.  By  this  dark-souled  course,  you  have 
literally  ruined  one  of  your  most  devoted  and  influential 
friends — and  a  more  pure  man  lives  not ;  yes,  ruined  with 
hundreds  of  others  by  the  promises  of  honest  John  Tyler — 
promises  never  intended  to  be  fulfilled.  For  this  is  only  a 
sample  of  your  every  day  life  during  the  whole  of  your 
administration.  Your  habits  had  early  formed,  upon  a  rotten 
and  corrupt  heart,  a  most  abandoned  and  reckless  character, 
in  nearly  all  the  relations  in  life.  No  where  could  you  be 
trusted,  in  your  intercourse  with  the  world.  With  such 
rottenness  at  the  core  you  commenced  your  Presidential 
career ;  and  where  on  earth,  has  an  individual,  with  such 
good  fortune,  made  himself,  by  the  native  meanness  of  his 
own  disposition,  so  perfectly  obnoxious  to  all  the  rest  of 
mankind  ?      • 

Think  of  the  many  assurances  you  gave  this  friend,  and 
the  highly  respectable  gentlemen  from  all  parts  of  his  State 
who  interceded  in  his  behalf  to  perform  what  you  had,  un- 
solicited, urged  upon  him,  and  the  solemn  promises  by 
which  you  have  wickedly  blasted  his  prospects  for  many  a 
long  year,  and  caused  him  to  expend  most  of  what  he  had 
already  acquired  by  much  toil  and  anxious  solicitude  in  early 
life.  Yes,  by  this  deception,  you  have  thrown  him  out  of 
business,  and  nearly  ruined  a  sincere  friend,  whose  ap- 
pointment would  have  been  hailed  with  the  entire  approba- 
tion of  the  democracy,  secured  the  moral  and  political 
influence  of  his  district,  and  who  would  have  been  unani- 
mously confirmed  by  the  present  Senate,  and  have  discharged 
the  duties  of  his  station  with  dignity  and  distinction. 

How  could  you  be  so  cruel  and  fiendish  to  your  best 
friends  ?  If  Atilla  was  called  the  scourge  of  God  for  scourg- 
ing the  world,  you  may  truly  be  called  the  scourge  of  your 
friends  for  scourging  them  as  none  before  you  have  ever 
equalled  in  cool  calculating  villainy  and  refined  ingratitude. 
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How  have  you  performed  your  solemn  vow  to  repair  the 
wrong  as  far  as  in  your  power,  by  giving  this  gentleman 
another  place  in  the  New  York  custom-house ;  when  his 
friends  went  in  mass  to  see  you,  who  told  you  of  your  foolish 
mistake,  in  listening  to  the  fellow  above  alluded  to,  whom 
you  admitted  into  your  private  apartment  through  the  back 
door,  when  gentlemen  high  in  station  had  for  several  days 
been  denied  an  audience : — a  fit  associate  for  you  truly,  and 
well  worthy  of  his  most  icorthy  friend.  In  one  thing,  at 
least,  you  fail  not,  hi  judgment.  You  know  how  to  select 
from  the  refuse  of  mankind,  men  of  your  own  nature  and 
disposition.  But,  it  is  according  to  the  laws  of  nature,  that 
those  of  the  same  grade  ever  find  their  proper  level,  and  are 
drawn  together,  as  by  instinct,  in  their  associations  in  life. 

Another  tale  of  infamy  might  be  told  about  this  new 
promise  of  an  appointment,  sufficient  of  itself,  to  brand  with 
eternal  obloquy  and  disgrace,  the  character#of  any  man. 
Yes,  sir !  you  now  commenced  a  new  series  of  abominations 
with  this  gentleman ;  you  told  him  that  you  had  directed  the 
New  York  collector  to  appoint  him  at  once  on  his  arrival  in 
that  city.     You  directed  all  your  collectors  and  subordinates 
to  make  no  more  appointments  under  your  administration, 
which  they  were  most  willing  to  obey,  in  hopes  thereby,  to 
save  their  own  heads  from  being  Polked  off.     I  knew  it  was 
a  second  edition  of  your  infamous  deception  and  faithless 
pledges.     But  reckless  as  ever  of  your  friends,  you  urged 
him  on  to  New  York,  where  he  will  remain  until  the  end  of 
your  now  brief  term  without  an  office.     You,  I  doubt  not, 
told  the  collector  not  to  give  him  a  place,  or  from  the  power- 
ful efforts  that  some  of  the  most  influential  democrats  have 
made  in  his  favor,  he  would  have  been  appointed  at  once. 
Oh !  who  that  knows  you,  would  degrade  themselves  by 
speaking  to  you  at  all.    I  well  remember  how  I  felt  myself 
lowered  in  my  own  esteem,  by  ever  having  had  any  associa- 
tions with  you,  when  I  discovered  what  you  were,  and 
refused  to  give  any  of  my  friends  a  personal  introduction  to 
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you  after  your  violation  of  all  faith,  and  entire  disregard  of 
all  truth.  From  the  cold  indifference  with  which  you  des- 
troyed your  warmest  supporters,  I  knew  full  well  that  no 
feeling  of  gratitude  dwelt  in  your  bosom,  where  some  evil 
spirit  was  predominant,  unearthly,  and  contrary  to  all 
nature,  which  impelled  you  on  headlong  to  ruin  your  kind- 
est friends  in  the  most  unkind  maimer  possible. 

The  deepest  knowledge  of  men,  of  their  passions,  and 
their  vices,  could  not  enable  the  most  prolific  imagination  to 
conceive  a  human  being  so  utterly  depraved,  so  reckless,  so 
corroded  and  poisoned  to  the  hearts  core,  as  to  seek  the 
destruction  of  a  friend  or  benefactor,  through  mere  wanton- 
ness or  heartless  indifference, — where  no  sinister  design  or 
self-gratification  impelled  him  on  to  action.  But  you  are  a 
sui  generis  in  this  respect.  Under  your  vile  rule,  your  true 
and  respected  friends  have  been  singled  out  as  special  objects 
of  your  vindictive  cruelty,  as  your  conduct  proves  that  your 
only  motive  could  have  been  their  utter  ruin.  Did  I  not 
know  personally,  I  should  not  believe  that  mortal  man  could 
thus  turn  the  fountains  of  human  kindness  to  the  injury  of 
his  most  warm  and  devoted  friends,  who  had  perilled  all  in 
his  defence. 

But,  thus  it  is  with  you,  and  such  shall  you  be  held  up  to 
the  gaze  of  the  present  and  succeeding  generations.  Be  it 
the  task  of  my  life,  and  be  that  life  lengthened  out  out  to  a 
good  old  age  by  a  merciful  providence,  you  shall  live  in 
after  ages,  a  monument  of  folly,  corruption,  and  ingratitude. 

Not  in  parts  to  allure,  as  Bacon  shined, 

But  as  the  basest,  weakest,  meanest,  of  mankind. 

Your  attempt  to  induce  me  to  desert  my  friends,  whom 
you  had  proffered  places,  was  to  me  a  sufficient  evidence  of 
your  entire  destitution  of  principle.  After  repeated  dis- 
appointments, I  made  up  my  mind  to  press  you  to  a  decision 
at  all  hazards.  I  referred  you  to  your  original  promises, 
made  without  solicitation,  as  you  wished  to  have  the  places 
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occupied  by  your  revilers,  bitter  whigs,  rilled  with  democrats, 
not  unfriendly  to  you ;  I  reminded  you  of  your  anxious 
solicitude  for  me  to  find  friends,  and  of  your  unqualified  and 
repeated  promises  to  appoint  them,  that  they  were  pure  and 
influential  democrats,  who  had  defended  and  sustained  you, 
and  some  at  great  sacrifice ;  that  they  expected  the  places, 
were  highly  recommended,  and   would  do  honor  to  the 
stations ;  that  they  would  lose  all  confidence  in  you,  and 
that  it  would  greatly  injure  me  ;  and  to  the  loss  of  nearly 
all  I  had  in  property  in  your  support,  I  should  now  lose  my 
friends  ;  I  appealed  to  your  honor,  to  your  good  feelings,  to 
reciprocate  the  kindness  of  those  who  had  boldly  defended 
you  from  your  assailants  ;  I  told  you  that  your  friends  thus 
badly  treated  would  believe  all  the  whigs  had  said,  and  of 
course  would  become  your  enemies  for  the  best  reasons  in 
the  world,  and  enemies  that   would  last  through  life  j  I 
appealed  to  your  magnanimity  ;  I  invoked  your  justice  ;  I 
tried  to  excite  your  pride,  and  arouse  your  ambition  ;  I  en- 
deavoured to  make  you  do  justice  to  yourself,  by  keeping 
your  word  with  your  friends,  and  doing  justice  to  them. 
But  no,  I  was  not  talking  to  a  man  who  had  one  feeling  in 
common  with  his   species,  either  of  justice,  gratitude,  or 
kindness ;  you  were  dumb,  and  knew  not  how  to  answer 
for  some  time,  but  finally  said,  "  Take  care  of  yourself,  you 
have  done  much  for  me,  have  been  one  of  my  ablest  sup- 
porters, let  your  friends  go,  and  I  will  give  you  either  of 
those  places  for  yourself,  if  that  will  be  entirely  satisfactory." 
I  said  "  I  could  never  thus  treat  them,  that  my  friends  were 
pure  ones,  who  and  known  me  for  many  a  long  year  also  to 
be  true,  and  had  therefore  entrusted  me  with  their  business, 
and  that  I  should  never  deserve  the  confidence  of  any  one 
if  I  deserted  them,  and  clandestinely  took  an  office  promised 
to  one  of  their  number."     "  Will  you  not  then  take  a  clerk- 
ship worth  $1600  per  annum  in  one  of  the  departments  here, 
at  Washington,  which  will  not  interfere  with  them ;  "  while 
you  were  speaking  you  commenced   writing,  and  in  a 
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moment  handed  me  an  order  for  an  appointment ;  I  read  K, 
returned  it,  and  replied,  "  No  sir,  all  I  ask,  is  deal  fairly  with 
my  friends,  redeem  your  pledges  to  them,  to  whom  I  can 
then  return  with  unsullied  honor  ;  they  will  still  confide  in 
me  ;  if  they  fail,  I  fail  with  them  :  from  the  position  I  have 
occupied  in  my  own  State,  I  can  never  think  of  being  dis- 
franchised in  this  district,  and  of  becoming  a  pitiful  clerk 
under  some  worthless  head  of  a  bureau  I  might  despise? 
liable  to  be  removed  at  his  caprice.  I  should  unfit  myself 
in  a  short  time  for  entering  into  professional  life  with  any 
prospect  of  success,  in  competition  with  the  active  and  pro- 
gressive mass  of  intellect  by  which  I  should  find  myself 
surrounded  ;  I  am  still  in  my  prime,  full  of  energy  and  hope, 
and  with  my  profession,  in  any  of  the  great  cities,  can  soon 
recover  the  severe  losses  I  have  sustained  on  your  account. 
Appoint  those  men  you  have  so  often  promised,  and  I  ask 
nothing  for  myself,  I  will  accept  of  no  such  office,  and  am 
surprised  at  your  suggestion,  after  what  you  once  proposed 
of  your  own  accord  to  do  for  me.  I  cannot  receive  the  offer 
kindly.'1 

As  I  expected,  I  saw  I  had  offended  you,  1  knew  there 
was  no  hope  of  your  keeping  your  word,  and  I  cared  not  for 
the  result  when  I  found  that  it  could  in  no  way  jeopardize 
the  interests  of  my  friends.  When  you  saw  I  continued 
firm,  was  neither  to  be  bought  or  repulsed,  you  grew  angry,. 
and  in  a  voice  half  stifled  with  rage,  exclaimed  in  your 
horrid  hollow  voice,  "  What  will  you  have  sir,  will  you  go 
to  Russia."  I  arose  from  my  seat  with  an  air  of  defiance, 
mingled  with  ineffable  contempt,  and  promptly,  though 
coolly,  replied,  "  No  sir,  not  as  a  subordinate  under  you,  I 
have  not  fallen  so  low  as  that,  I  have  never  asked  you  for  an 
office,  have  repeatedly  declined  your  offer  to  give  me  one, 
had  hoped  that  you  would  keep  your  plighted  faith  with  my 
friends,  though  often  told  what  I  now  know,  that  you  had 
no  regard  for  your  word,  and  knowing  you  as  I  do,  should 
despise  myself  for  holding  any  place  under  you,  being 


CORRUPTIONS  OF  THE  TYLER  DYNASTY.  21 

already  enough  degraded  for  ever  having  been  your  friend  , 
and  although  I  never  aspired  to  the  Russian  Embassy,  yet 
rest  assured  the  station  would  be  filled  by  me  with  quite  as 
much  credit  to  the  American  people,  as  is  the  Presidential 
chair,  now  so  contaminated  and  defiled  by  you."  You 
shook  as  did  Belshazzar  when  he  saw  the  hand-writing  on 
the  wall,  and  with  all  your  other  low  qualities,  I  discovered 
you  to  be  a  coward,  yes,  the  veriest  poltroon.  You  seemed 
petrified,  you  dared  not  reply,  you  dared  not  ring,  you  dared 
not  move  from  your  seat.  With  a  look  of  calm  indifference 
I  surveyed  you  for  an  instant,  saw  the  big  drops  start  on 
your  forehead,  and  the  conflicting  emotions  of  rage  and  fear 
convulsing  your  bosom,  enjoyed  your  misery,  and  the 
moment  as  the  proudest  of  my  life,  gave  you  a  look  you 
understood,  advising  you  to  be  quiet,  and  left  you  solitary 
and  alone  to  reflect  upon  the  strange  events  and  vicissitudes 
in  human  life  ;  but  as  I  passed  through  the  door,  heard  you 
groan  out  most  piteously,  "  0  !  for  God's  sake  what  will 
happen  next."  True,  it  required  a  great  exertion  of  moral 
courage  thus  to  beard  you  in  the  den  of  your  iniquity,  sur- 
rounded as  you  were  by  your  minions  and  hirelings.  But 
I  had  been  nearly  ruined  through  your  heartless  deceit.  I 
had  been  induced  to  change  a  profitable  literary  paper  into 
a  political  one  to  support  you  ;  to  give  up  a  valuable  practice 
at  lav/  in  order  to  sustain  the  same  with  all  my  energies. 
Repeatedly  was  I  promised  by  you  that  you  would  repair 
my  losses ;  often  did  you  say  that  your  friends  should  never 
suffer  on  your  account,  and  that  you  regarded  me  as  one  of 
your  most  valuable  and  devoted  supporters,  for  whom  you 
felt  the  utmost  kindness,  and  that  as  I  had  a  family  to 
support  by  my  industry,  and  had  made  great  pecuniary  and 
professional  sacrifices  in  your  cause,  which  I  had  early' 
espoused,  any  place  was  at  my  disposal  that  could  properly 
be  given  to  a  person  of  my  age  and  experience.  My  articles 
were  copied  far  and  wide  in  your  favor,  and  formed  the  text 
book  for  many  of  your  editors  by  whom  they  were  often  re- 
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published  entire,  and  sometimes  without  credit,  which  with 
a  pamphlet  I  wrote  in  your  favor  you  said  was  the  most 
perfect  defence  of  you  that  could  have  been  produced  in  the 
language,  and  after  having  presented  the  highest  testimonials 
from  almost  every  section  of  my  great  state,  you  insultingly 
taunted  me  by  asking  "  if  I  did  not  wish  to  go  to  Russia," — 
when  you  could  send  DabneyS.Carr  to  Constantinople,  and 
Vespasian  Ellis  to  Venezuela.  Your  age  and  your  station 
alone  saved  you  from  greater  indignity  even  than  my  reply. 
After  three  years  of  anxious  toil  in  your  support,  and  all  the 
sacrifices  I  had  made,  and  your  solemn  assurances  that  I 
should  be  most  amply  rewarded,  then  first  offer  me  a  con- 
temptible clerkship,  not  worth  half  as  much  as  the  practice 
you  had  induced  me  to  abandon,  and  because  I  refused  it, 
grossly  insult  me  was  what  I  had  never  anticipated,  when 
with  so  much  solicitude  I  was  sustaining  your  administration 
against  the  combined  efforts  of  whigs  and  democrats.  I  had 
early  on  the  death  of  General  Harrison  spoken  favorably  of 
you ;  from  early  life  I  had  been  attached  to  the  democratic 
party,  and  although  your  friend,  sustained  my  position  with 
my  former  political  associates.  I  supported  you  because  of 
your  vetoes,  and  then  you  were  called  honest,  but  what  a 
misnomer.  I  had  been  one  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  ardent  and 
decided  advocates,  and  in  the  disastrous  campaign  of  1840, 
which  swept  over  the  land  like  a  tornado,  no  man  could 
have  been  more  devoted  to  his  interests,  or  have  felt  more 
regret  at  his  defeat  than  myself:  yet,  I  clearly  knew  that 
the  people  intended  what  they  did,  and  that  his  sun  had  set 
in  darkness  for  ever. 

When  I  saw  his  early  movements,  by  which  he  seemed 
determined  like  the  unsuccessful  gambler  to  hazard  all  upon 
a  chance  throw,  I  could  no  longer  adhere  to  his  cause, 
which  I  thought  he  must  know  to  be  utterly  hopeless.  In 
his  nomination  I  could  see  nothing  but  defeat  to  the  democ- 
racy, discomfiture  and  ruin  to  the  party  who  by  their  gene- 
rosity and  their  munificence  had  raised  him  from  poverty  to 
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affluence,  from  obscurity  to  the  Presidential  chair.  I  believed 
him  ungrateful  thus  to  jeopardize  the  dearest  interests  of  his 
friends,  and  hazard  all  the  high  hopes  of  the  ultimate 
triumph  of  democratic  principles.  I  opposed  him  from  the 
purest  motives,  for  the  good  of  my  party,  and  love  to  my 
country.  I  found  none  in  his  support  who  opposed  him  in 
1S40 ;  but  thousands  opposing  him  who  supported  him  then. 
There  was  no  disguising  the  matter.  It  was  too  evident 
that  the  people  had  intended  what  they  did,  and  it  was  in 
vain  to  say,  that  songs  and  cider  had  influenced  a  large 
majority  of  a  free  people.  He  had  come  into  power  upon 
the  wave  of  the  most  decided  popularity  of  any  man  since 
Washington.  General  Jackson,  honest,  able,  and  energetic, 
had  established  his  administration  upon  a  foundation  so  solid, 
that  his  successor  easily  floated  into  his  place.  But  the  old 
Roman  was  no  longer  at  the  helm.  The  brief  period  of 
four  years  saw  him  displaced  in  a  most  signal  manner. 
There  was  no  mistaking  the  cause.  It  was  a  deep  settled 
hostility  to  the  man  who  had  long  been  before  the  public,  in 
whom  they  had  seen  no  disinterested  act  of  self-denial,  no 
splendor  of  achievement  in  a  single  instance,  mark  his  cha- 
racter, which  can  alone  rivet  the  affections  of  the  people  to 
their  statesman. 

I  became  your  supporter  when  yon  senate  chamber  was 
ringing  with  eulogiums,  long  and  loud,  in  your  favor,  which 
was  responded  to  by  the  entire  democratic  press  and  demo- 
cratic party,  and  when  the  thunder  of  their  artillery  was 
heard  in  rejoicings  for  your  vetoes,  from  one  extremity  of  the 
continent  to  the  other.  Had  you  been  like  any  of  your  race 
you  would  then  have  "  seized  upon  the  golden  moment," 
and  made  yourself  one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  the 
nation.  But  no, — meanness  was  inherent  in  your  very 
nature.  Though  an  apostate  from  the  democrats,  and  now 
a  traitor  to  the  whigs,  yet  you  would  have  been  received 
back  like  the  Prodigal  son,  and  even  the  fatted  calf  would 
have  been  killed  by  the  democracy,  who  would  have  hailed 
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your  return  and  rallied  around  you  with  enthusiasm.  You 
might  ultimately  have  been  placed  in  the  Presidential  chair, 
by  an  election  of  the  people,  and  been  regarded  as  one  of 
the  illustrious  men  of  the  nation.  It  was  not,  however,  in 
your  nature  to  act  a  noble  part.  You  could  not  move  with- 
out being  offensive ;  something  vile  and  deceptive  would  be 
exhibited  in  almost  every  word  or  deed.  The  cloven  foot 
was  too  conspicuous,  and  you  had  a  peculiar  faculty  to  dis- 
gust all  with  whom  you  came  in  contact.  When  strangers 
saw  and  heard  you,  they  were  struck  with  amazement. 
They  at  once  perceived  how  weak,  vain,  and  pusillanimous 
you  were.  Had  they  business,  they  soon  found  you  reckless, 
faithless,  false,  and  corrupt.  Did  they  remind  you  of  your 
duplicity  and  want  of  faith, — they  became  the  objects  of  your 
vengeance,  and  you  were  discovered  to  be  a  most  cruel, 
malignant,  vindictive  old  man,  who  was  never  to  be  diverted 
from  your  purpose,  in  hunting  down  the  victims  of  your 
revenge  and  malice.  With  your  two  rowdy  sons,  lineal 
descendants,  as  privy  councillors  and  office  stock-jobbers,  and 
the  God-like  embodiment  of  the  Hartford  convention,  and 
ancient  federalism,  for  your  premier ;  with  the  talented  and 
treacherous  John  C.  Spencer  of  the  true  chamelion  school  of 
politics  also  in  your  cabinet,  and  high  in  your  confidence ; 
with  many  of  the  best  places  in  the  country  filled  with  their 
creatures  of  the  old  federal  school ; — what  could  you  expect 
from  the  democracy,  and  what  had  they  to  expect  from  you. 
What  old  and  unwavering  democrat  would  take  a  place  in 
your  cabinet,  and  come  in  contact  with  men,  by  whom  they 
had  so  often  been  calumniated  in  common  with  their  party, 
and  whose  principles  were  committed  in  eternal  hostility  to 
their  own  on  all  the  great  questions  of  state  policy.  Pure  men, 
who  had  breasted  the  torrent  of  abuse  from  these  talented, 
and  unprincipled  whigs,  could  never  submit  to  the  indignity 
of  political  associations  with  them.  You  could  not  command 
the  old  tried  and  *rue  men  of  either  party,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence, your  advisers  and  the  dispensers  of  your  favors,  were 
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in  most  instances,  the  renegades  from  both  parties,  and  you 
drew  around  you  unprincipled  and  gambling  politicians 
from  all  parts  of  the  Union.  You  were  most  fortunate  in 
selecting  your  fit  associates.  When  the  corrupt  and  the  vile 
were  admitted  to  your  confidence,  and  became  the  recipients 
of  your  official  favors,  on  swearing  fealty  to  you, — by  pure 
men  of  both  parties,  you  were  at  once  despised  and  spurned, 
and  became  as  obnoxious  as  ever  to  the  democracy,  who  will 
ever  regard  you  as  an  outcast,  and  execrate  your  memory. 
They,  too,  may  have  been  somewhat  like  the  ancient  Athe- 
nians, disposed  to  despise  and  punish  the  traitor,  while  th'ey 
loved  and  enjoyed  the  treason.  They  knew,  too,  what  credit 
you  deserved  for  the  vetoes,  and  by  what  motives  you  were 
actuated.  They  well  remembered  the  struggle,  and  that  you 
had  no  mind  of  your  own  from  one  hour  to  the  next,  on  the 
important  question  upon  which  was  suspended  the  destinies 
of  the  nation,  as  they  had  almost  to  move  heaven  and  earth 
to  keep  you  out  of  the  power  of  the  whigs  and  to  prevent 
your  signing  the  odious  Bank  bill.  As  a  delegate  to  the 
Harrisburgh  convention,  they  knew  you  to  have  voted  for 
Henry  Clay's  nomination,  and  believed  you  to  have  wept 
at  his  defeat,  knowing  him  to  have  been  the  open,  ardent, 
and  uncompromising  champion  of  a  great  national  bank. 
They  had  no  doubt  you  knew  when  you  were  nominated, 
that  if  successful,  it  would  be  the  darling  object  of  the  whigs 
to  restore  to  the  country  a  great  monied  institution.  You 
doubtless  said,  that  should  the  Bank  bill  require  your  casting 
vote  in  the  senate,  it  would  be  promptly  given  in  its  favor, 
as  all  believe,  had  it  so  happened,  and  had  General  Harrison 
lived.  You  knew  the  ostensible  object  of  the  extra  session 
was  the  Bank  Charter,  and  you  did  not  rescind  the  call. 
You  at  once  signed  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury 
scheme,  antagonistical  to  a  bank,  and  intended  as  its  substi- 
tute in  receiving  and  disbursing  public  'monies.  None  of 
your  party  could  have  anticipated  your  opposition,  as  you 
had  been  elected  to  carry  out  their  principles,  and  they  were 
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unanimous  in  and  out  of  Congress,  for  what  the}',  no  doubt 
believed,  would  restore  the  country  to  its  former  prosperous 
condition.  What  Botts  had  said  of  your  conversation  with 
him,  in  regard  to  your  being  in  its  favor,  none  doubts,  as 
now  I  know  you  both  personally,  I  will  reverse  what  I  once 
said  of  you  when  I  knew  neither,  "  In  point  of  personal 
worth,  and  integrity  of  purpose,  you  are  as  much  below  him 
as  the  earth  we  inhabit  is  below  the  heavens  above." 

True,  you  had  opposed  a  bank,  and  so  you  had  opposed 
the  whigs,  but  had  been  identified  with  them  for  six  years, 
and  an  apostate  from  the  democracy.  You  were  acting  in 
close  communion  with  the  party  and  the  men  who  had  been 
contending  for  this  great  monied  monopoly  from  the  forma- 
tion of  our  government.  Henry  Clay  had  opposed  a  bank  in 
181 1,  and  supported  it  in  1816.  Mr.  Madison  had  vetoed  the 
former  bill  and  signed  the  latter.  General  Washington  had 
strong  doubts,  and  hesitated  long,  yet  gave  his  signature  to 
the  first  charter  in  1791,  and  were  you  so  simon  pure,  so 
unchangeable  that  you  could  not  comply  with  the  wishes  of 
the  entire  party  by  whom  you  had  been  so  triumphantly 
elected,  when  you  would  only  be  treading  in  the  footsteps  of 
such  illustrious  predecessors.  You  talk  of  conscientious 
and  constitutional  scruples ; — O  tem.pora  !  O  mores  !  You, 
who  with  all  your  state  pride,  would  sell  your  birth-right 
for  a  mess  of  pottage. 

What  right  had  you  to  take  a  seat  in  that  convention, — 
solicit,  and  accept  a  nomination,  unless  you  intended  if 
elected,  to  sustain  and  carry  out  their  leading  measures. 
Though  none  could  be  more  hostile  than  myself  to  a  national 
bank,  or  would  feel  more  regret  at  its  permanent  establish- 
ment, yet,  while  I  write,  my  blood  boils  with  indignation  at 
your  perfidy  to  the  party  by  whom  you  have  been  raised 
from  abject  poverty  to  affluence,  and  your  most  strange  ele- 
vation. It  was  a  whig  victory,  and  to  them  alone  belonged 
the  spoils.  I  can  well  imagine,  had  I  been  of  their  number 
how  I  should  have  cursed  you  and  the  day,  which  gave  you 
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the  power  to  betray  the  party,  who  had  so  long  toiled  for  a 
single  victory.     They  alone  should  have  enjoyed  it ;  and 
how  must  they  have  felt  at  your  high  handed  treason ;  for 
such  it  was  to  them,  and  so  will  all  pure  men  ever  regard  it. 
Although  we  rejoiced  at  the  result,  and  may  have  been  jus- 
tified by  the  rules  of  warfare,  political,  as  well  as  national, 
— yet,  we  cannot  but  spurn  the  traitor,  as  all  good  and  true 
democrats  on  "  the  sober,  second  thought,"  must  you,  upon 
the  principle,  that  every  pure  Briton  despised  and  loathed  the 
wretched  Arnold,  to  the  full  termination  of  his  miserable  ex- 
istence.    As  in  the   case  of  all  recreants,  renegades,  and 
traitors,  if  the  act,  as  we  supposed,  was  beneficial  to  us,  you 
are  none  the  less  the  villain  for  having  been  faithless,  to  the 
injury  of  those,  to  whom  you  owed  all,  for  your  prosperity 
and  power,  and  like  the  viper,  warmed  into   life,  with  the 
very  strength  they  gave  you,  sting  them  to  death.     Oh  ! 
who  can  envy  your  condition,  President  as  you  are,  of  this 
mighty  nation  of  freemen,  when  they  reflect  upon   the 
miserable  life  you  are  doomed  to  drag  out, — loathed,  disowned, 
by  all.     In  the  vetoes,  you  no  more  intended  good,  although 
it  has  come  from  evil,  than  did  the  brethren  of  Joseph,  when 
they  sold  him  into  Egypt,  to  save  thereby  the  land  of  Israel 
from  famine.     The  whigs  have  treated  you  far  better  than 
you  deserve.  This  I  freely  accord  to  them,  though  I  have  not 
a  fellow  feeling  with  them  in  principle.     Had  the  result  been 
different  in  1840,  and  a  tremendous  victory  crowned  the 
efforts  of  the  democracy, — had  Yan  Buren  died,  and  Col- 
onel Johnson  succeeded  him, — and  thus  betrayed  the  party, 
and  thrown  himself  into  the  arms  of  the  whigs, — and  vetoed 
the  prominent  democratic  measures,  I  doubt  whether  "  the 
same  old  red  jacket,"  or  even  his  scars  from  wounds  in  his 
country's  cause,  would  have  saved  him  even  from  greater 
indignity  than  was  heaped  upon  you,  by  your  insulted,  in- 
censed, and  betrayed  partisans,  who  had  just  derated  you 
to  the  proudest  station  on  earth. 

You  resigned  your  seat  in  the  senate,  rather  than  obey 
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the  instructions  from  your  state  to  vote  for  expunging  fro,a 
our  national  records,  the  foul  censure  and  calumny  of  the 
distinguished  patriot,  who  in  the  field  had  terminated  the 
late  war  in  a  blaze  of  glory,  and  in  the  cabinet  had  shed  so 
much  lustre  on  our  common  country ;  but,  when  elected  by 
nineteen  States  out  of  twenty-six,  with  a  popular  majority 
of  over  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  thousand  votes,  you 
took  the  fearful  responsibility  to  act  counter  to  their  well 
known  wishes,  by  vetoing  their  darling  project,  and  virtually 
disobeying  the  most  solemn  instruction  of  a  great  and  free 
people,  the  essential  feature  in  whose  government,  is,  that 
the  act  of  the  majority  must  always  be  regarded  as  right, 
and  only  to  be  reversed  by  the  same  high  tribunal,  when 
convinced  of  their  error. 

Unlooked  for  by  all,  in  one  short  month  after  his  inaugu- 
ration, General  Harrison  died.  Here  opened  a  new  scene 
in  the  grand  national  farce  commenced  in  1S40.  A  man 
detested  by  all  by  whom  he  was  well  known,  opposed  by 
the  delegation  from  his  own  state  for  Vice-President,  had  by 
accident  become  President  of  twenty-six  confederated  re- 
publican states,  containing  twenty  millions  of  freemen,  with 
the  most  complex  government  on  earth.  A  station  for 
which,  you  never  could  have  been  thought  of,  and  to  which, 
even  your  own  vain  and  giddy  brain,  could  never  have 
aspired. 

But  your  singular  fortune  had  excited  your  ambition,  and 
not  satisfied  with  adhering  to  the  one  term  principle  of  your 
party,  you  at  once  conceived  the  design  of  being  a  candidate 
for  1844.  Mr.  Clay,  bold,  daring,  highly  talented,  and  the 
idol  of  his  party,  who  should  have  been  nominated  by  them 
in  1840,  would  distance  any  whig  competitor  in  1844.  To 
thwart  his  plans,  and  attempt  to  regain  a  position  with  the 
democracy,  we  re  the  only  hopes  you  could  have  of  success. 
From  being  his  warm  admirer,  for  whose  defeat  you  could 
weep  or  simper,  you  became  his  bitter  enemy,  because  he 
was  in  your  way  to  a  continuance  for  another  four  years,  in 
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a  place  into  which  you  had  been  so  strangely  whirled  by 
the  political  tornado  which  swept  over  the  land  in  1840. 

You  became  insolent  in  consequence  of  your  power,  and 
seemed  to  defy  the  man  you  would  previously  have  crouched 
to,  in  any  manner,  however  humiliating.  As  Vice-President, 
you  would  never  have  dared  to  have  defeated  the  bill  by 
your  casting  vote  m  the  senate,  for  had  you  done  it,  you 
would  have  been  hurled  from  your  seat,  by  the  indignant 
party  you  had  betrayed.  But,  as  President,  you  fancied 
yourself  beyond  their  reach,  and  even  then,  order  could 
scarcely  be  kept  in  the  Senate  when  your  veto  came  in. 
Yet,  you  hardly  knew  how  to  act  to  best  subserve  your 
ends.  You  were  a  long  time  undecided.  You  would  one 
day  swear  to  the  whigs  that  you  would  sign  the  bill,  and 
the  next  day,  call  on  God  to  witness  to  the  democrats  that 
you  would  veto  the  same.  No  one,  for  a  long  time,  not 
even  yourself,  knew  how  you  would  act.  Your  passions 
were  excited.  You  were  told,  when  Mr.  Clay  was  asked  if 
Mr.  Tyler  would  not  veto  that  bill,  that  he  said,  "  he  would 

if  he  dare,  G — d  d n  him."     You  were  made  to  believe 

that  he  was  your  enemy,  and  would  treat  you  most  rude 
and  unkind  after  you  had  signed  the  bill,  which  doubtless 
he  would,  and  with  contempt  too,  or  he  would  have  been 
unlike  any  one  else.  You  were  told  that  he  would  of  course 
be  the  prominent  whig  candidate,  and  would  poison  the 
party  against  you,  and  with  the  democrats  you  would  stand 
high,  and  would  be  their  candidate  in  1844.  Even  a  party 
of  ladies  kept  you  in  duress  one  day  to  fix  your  final  opinion 
upon  the  all  absorbing  question,  who  deserve  more  credit 
than  yourself,  for  saving  us  from  the  blighting  influence  of 
a  monarch  bank.  At  length,  through  the  combined  influence 
of  the  democratic  party,  you  were  made  to  veto  the  first 
bill,  as  nothing  was  left  undone  that  human  ingenuity  could 
devise  to  coerce  you  into  the  measure.  Now,  if  the  motive 
crowns  the  action,  what  laurels  do  you  deserve  for  your 
boasted  vetoes.     You  even  promised  the  whigs  to  sign  the 
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next  bank  bill,  which  was  passed  and  sent  into  you.     But 
again,  all  chaos  and  confusion.     Another  desperate  struggle 
ensues  ;  all  as  before,  in  doubt  and  suspense  ;  and  no  one 
could  now  divine  what  you  would  do.     Again  the  world 
witnessed  the  spectacle  of  a  giddy  old  man,  without  a  mind, 
the  chief  magistrate  of  twenty  millions  of  intelligent  freemen, 
first  in  the  power  of  one  party,  then  of  the  other  ;  alternately 
hesitating,  vacillating,  promising,  entirely  bewildered,  upon 
a  question  of  vast  moment  to  a  great  nation,  and  no  one 
could  calculate  any  thing  about  the  final  result,  for  who 
could  tell   any    thing  of  your  caprice.      As  before,   you 
were  told  you  had  nothing  to  expect  from  the  whigs,  and 
that  the  democrats  would  doubtless  bring  you  out  as  their 
candidate  for  the  next  Presidential  canvass.     Then  came 
your  second  veto,  and  of  the  very  bill  formed  after  your  own 
design,  as  your  own  whig  cabinet  avowed,  and  for  which 
they  all  resigned,  except  that  pure  man  and   consistent 
statesman  from  the  land  of  the  puritans,  who,  with  the  in- 
tellect of  an  angel,  has  the  heart  of  a  demon.     From  hence, 
it  may  be  seen,  how  little  you  deserve  for  all  your  boasted 
patriotism  and  self-devotion  for  these  acts  of  your  adminis- 
tration, as  you  acted  not  in  either  case,  till  you  thought  it 
would  best  subserve  your  interests,  and  advance  your  am- 
bitious projects.     It  was  not  you,  but  the  democracy  who 
brought  about  the  happy  result ;  the  firm,  untiring  disciples 
of  Jefferson  and  Jackson,  who  buckled  on  their  armor,  came 
to  the  rescue,  and  with  more  than  mortal  energy,  compelled 
even  you,  to  do  an  act,  which  averted  great  evil  from  our 
country,  and  saved  us  from  the  blighting  influence  of  a  great 
monied  monopoly  :  though  no  good  motive  impelled  you  on 
to  action,  as  all  on  your  part  was  designed  in  iniquity,  and 
accomplished  through  treason  most  foul,  and  for  which  you 
are  doomed  to  live  the  detested  life  of  all  traitors,  and  to  die 
"unmourned,  unpitied,  unwept,"  even  less  honored  than 
Judas  Iscariot,  who  early  repented,  returned  the  price  of  his 
treason,  and  put  an  end  to  his  own  miserable  existence, 
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which  you  had  neither  the  generosity  nor  the  courage  to  do. 
It  has  been  said,  that  you  deserve  much  credit  for  the  re- 
vival of  business,  and  the  present  prosperous  condition  of 
our  common  country.  May  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof 
of  my  mouth,  and  my  pen  refuse  to  do  its  accustomed  office, 
when  I  wilfully  attempt  to  detract  from  the  merits  of  any 
man,  and  particularly  of  one,  in  whom  I  would  fain  find  a 
single  redeeming  virtue.  Yet,  the  facts  will  warrant  what 
I  say, — that  no  project  of  yours  has  had  the  least  influence 
in  producing  the  happy  result.  True,  while  you  have  been 
where  you  are,  the  country  has  regained  its  lost  vigor,  and 
is  marching  right  on  again,  in  the  high  road  of  improve- 
ment, prosperity,  and  happiness  ;  which  with  the  recuperative 
energies  of  such  a  people,  was  as  sure,  as  for  the  young 
giant,  when  aroused  from  his  sleep,  to  recommence  his  on- 
ward strides  with  renewed  strength  and  vigor.  Thejies- 
truction  of  the  United  States  Bank,  with  its  enormous  frauds, 
Mid  the  still  more  stupendous' ones  of  its  foul  chartered 
state  substitute,  and  the  tremendous  failures  and  suspensions 
of  the  pet  banks,  necessarily  curtailed  the  circulating  medium 
to  a  very  alarming  extent.  The  slow,  yet  progressive  ope- 
rations of  the  compromise  act,  greatly  reduced  the  revenue, — 
threw  the  general  government  in  debt,— caused  the  balance 
of  trade  to  be  against  us  ;  with  the  great  state  debts  created 
by  the  wild  fever  of  internal  improvement,  and  the  extensive 
foreign  credit  given  to  our  importers ;  combined  to  drain  the 
country  of  specie,  and  we  became  literally  mortgaged  to 
Europe,  without  the  means  of  payment.  The  constant  and 
loud  cry  of  ruin  by  the  outs,  who  wished  to  get  in  power, 
contributed  to  the  general  distress,  by  destroying  all  confi- 
dence, and  produced  a  terrible  panic,  which,  with  two  years 
of  nearly  famine,  when  many  of  our  best  farm-houses  were 
supplied  with  bread-stuffs  from  across  the  Atlantic,  could 
not  otherwise  than  cause  great  and  general  distress  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  The  immense 
issues  of  paper  currency  \\?A  caused  our  ever  restless  and 
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adventurous  people  to  embark  in  every  hazardous  enterprise, 
and  commence  a  system  of  over-trading,  over-speculating, 
over-grasping,  over-spending,  and  over-doing,  in  every  thing, 
except  over-working  in  mechanics,  and  over-tilling  the  soil, 
within  the  range  of  human  exertions.  But,  with  a  people 
who  have  no  superiors,  with  energies  quickened,  not  de- 
pressed by  misfortune,  possessing  such  vast  moral  and  phy- 
sical resources,  what  else,  as  a  consequence,  could  have  been 
expected,  but  their  rapid  rise  from  such  a  depression.  When 
men  found  that  fortunes  were  not  so  easily  made  in  a  day, 
the  farmer  returned  to  his  plough,  and  the  mechanic  to  his 
workshop, — the  true  sources  of  national  wealth.  The  ex- 
travagant, curtailed  their  expenditures  ;  some  from  necessity, 
some  from  choice ;  rotten  banks  were  closed,  and  sound 
ones  succeeded.  The  careless  became  punctual,  and  the 
careful  more  cautious  in  their  credits,  which,  with  a  sound 
currency,  confidence  was  soon  restored,  and  with  nations,  as 
with  individuals,  of  which  they  are  composed,  when  reduced 
by  misfortune  or  extravagance,  industry  and  economy,  soon 
repair  their  fortunes,  and  restore  them  to  their  former  prosper- 
ous condition.  Years  of  plenty  and  abundance  rolled  on  in 
succession,  with  foreign  markets  for  the  productions  of  our 
fertile  soil.  Things  rose  where  they  were  lowest,  and  fell 
where  they  were  highest,  till  they  found  their  common  level 
in  the  common  Empire.  Such  a  recovery  from  such  a  revul- 
sion, was  as  natural  among  such  a  mass  of  energy  and  in- 
tellect, as  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun,  and  for  which 
you  deserve  about  as  much  credit ;  and  such  have  been  the 
causes  of  the  partial  depression,  and  rapid  rise  of  the  won- 
derful people,  who  within  a  few  years  have  settled  and  christ- 
ianised this  mighty  continent,  and  converted  its  vast  wilds 
into  the  garden  of  the  world.  Yet,  false  as  ever,  you  have 
claimed  that  your  wise  and  virtuous  administration,  had 
been  the  cause  of  all  this,  when  no  act  of  yours,  has  had 
the  effect  of  restoring  the  country  to  its  former  grandeur, 
pride,  and  glory,  as  the  labour  of  a  single  farmer  or  mechanic. 
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Look  at  the  Texas  question,  for  which  you  would  falsely 
claim  so  much  merit.  "  Save  us  from  our  friends,"  said  a  dis- 
tinguished Texan,  "  we  can  take  care  of  our  enemies. 
Nothing  has  injured,  and  retarded  the  question  of  annexa- 
tion, more  than  its  having  originated  under  John  Tyler. 
His  very  name  is  a  dead  weight,  and  many  oppose  the 
measure  from  pure  hatred  to  the  man."  Such  has  been  the 
fact  from  the  beginning.  Among  the  people,  it  was  the  first 
objection  I  heard,  who  no  longer  believe  you  capable  of 
an  act  of  virtue  and  patriotism ;  and  even  distinguished 
statesmen  have  seriously  opposed  the  acquisition  of  this 
valuable  territory,  for  no  other  reason.  Yes  sir,  it  has  been 
opposed  in  our  primary  assemblies, — in  our  State  legislatures, 
— in  our  National  Congress,  out  of  pure  hatred  and  dis- 
respect of  you.  Every  effort  was  made  to  delay  its  passage, 
till  your  term  had  expired,  for  the  same  reason,  I  have  heard 
members  of  Congress  say,  that  your  name  was  enough  to 
curse  any  measure,  and  that  no  greater  obstacle  was  in  the 
way  of  speedy  annexation.  Nothing  on  earth,  could  more 
have  injured  the  question,  than  its  origin  under  you,  though 
it  was  known  not  to  be  of  your  conception,  who  had  no  part 
in  forming  the  bold  plan  of  saving  this  "  lone  star,"  from  the 
collossal  and  unyielding  grasp  of  England,  by  adding  her 
to  the  grand  constellation  of  this  great  and  gJ.orious  confed- 
eracy. Some  of  the  most  lofty  and  daring  geniuses  in  the 
nation,  had  conceived  the  design  and  matured  the  plan,  long 
since,  and  the  peculiar  position  of  the  infant  Republic,  in 
consequence  of  the  interference  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
threatening  attitude  of  Mexico,  rendered  prompt  and  ener- 
getic action,  on  our  part,  indispensable,  or  this  vast  and  fertile 
region,  peopled  by  our  own  kinsmen,  speaking  with  us  alike, 
one  common  language,  would  be  lost  to  us  forever,  and  be- 
come the  spoil  of  foreign  despots. 

When  the  proposition  was  first  made,  it  is  well  known 
how  you  hesitated,  and  shrunk  back  from  the  responsibility. 
But,  when  your  vanity  was  excited,  and  your  ambition 
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aroused  by  being  told,  that  it  would  be  one  of  the  most 
popular  measures  ever  recommended  by  an  American  Presi- 
dent, and  might  secure  your  election  by  the  people  ;  you  soon 
became  a  convert,  though  you  knew  as  little  of  it  before,  as 
though  you  had  been  just  aroused  from  a  Rip  Van  Winkle 
sleep,  of  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Who  could  have  anticipa- 
ted such  decided  opposition  to  a  measure  of  such  vast  in- 
terest to  this  country,  and  that  too,  by  descendants  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race. 

Had  the  measure  originated  with  Andrew  Jackson,  under 
the  same  circumstances,  not  a  democrat  in  the  land  would 
have  raised  his  voice  in  opposition  ;  or  had  Henry  Clay  been 
President,  where  the  whig,  who  would  have  opposed  the 
proposition,  had  it  been  made  by  him.  But  it  was  made 
under  you,  and  hence,  much  of  the  opposition  and  the  settled 
determination  of  delay.  I  have  no  doubt,  hatred  and  disgust 
toward  you  had  great  weight,  both  with  Mr.  Van  Buren  and 
Mr.  Clay,  in  their  anti-Texas  letters,  as  they  both  wished  for 
the  territory,  but  advised  a  more  convenient  season.  So,  with 
a  vast  number  of  the  opponents  in  each  party,  who  would 
otherwise  have  said  nothing  against  the  measure,  or  would 
have  been  friendly. 

Inheriting  all  the  propensities  of  our  progenitors,  a  land- 
grasping  people,  ever  eager,  where  broad  acres  is  the  price 
of  exertion,  having  extended  their  dominions  to  the  remotest 
quarters  of  the  globe ;  and  we,  of  true  and  lineal  descent, 
spread  over  a  vast  continent,  where  a  few  hundred  years  ago, 
nought  but  the  wild  beast  of  the  forest,  and  the  still  more 
ferocious  savage,  trod  upon  its  surface,  wrested  by  us  from 
the  rightful  lords  of  the  soil,  hesitate  about  regaining  our 
lost  territory,  by  fair,  and  honorable  means,  and  oppose  the 
acquisition  of  this  garden  of  the  South,  as  no  one  could  have 
believed  possible.  But,  it  was  your  friendship  to  the  measure, 
that  corroded  the  public  mind.  Should  you  ever  wish  to 
carry  another  project,  your  opposition  will  be  the  best  policy 
to  ensure  its  triumphant  success.     Wrnr  should  your  bare 
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name,  have  thus  prejudiced  the  public  welfare,  and  even 
have  poisoned  the  sources  of  legislation.  ?  Why,  should  im- 
portant policies  of  State,  upon  which  was  suspended  the 
destinies  of  a  brave  and  chivalrous  people,  meet  with  such 
determined  opposition,  even  from  grave  Senators,  on  account 
of  one  man,  and  that  man,  so  insignificant  as  yourself? 
It  was  neither  from  malice  or  envy — nor  was  it  because 
patriotism  dwelt  not  in  their  bosoms ; — nor,  that  they  wished 
the  sacrifice  of  the  noble  and  daring  people,  who  sought 
protection  and  repose  in  our  arms.  But  you,  who  had  al- 
ternately betrayed  each  party — whose  fiendish  appetite  could 
only  be  satiated  by  the  destruction  of  your  friends,  which 
you  sought  with  the  ferocity  of  the  tiger  ;  who  like  Judas, 
would  have  betrayed  your  God  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver  ; 
but,  unlike  Judas,  would  never  have  repented,  and  returned 
the  price  of  your  apostacy, — falsely  claimed  to  have  pro- 
jected the  design  on  which  you  had  made  a  false  issue, 
with  which  you  hoped  again  to  float  into  the  Presidential 
chair ;  and  these  men  believed  it  far  better  to  delay  the 
measure  till  a  new  administration,  than  to  jeopardize  the 
honor,  or  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  Republic,  by  lending 
their  aid  to  produce  either  of  the  results  you  desired.  All 
pure  patriots  felt  it  their  duty  to  put  an  end  to  your  vile 
career,  and  to  discountenance  you  and  your  acts,  on  all 
proper  occasions.  They  knew  not  what  to  expect,  as  your 
whole  life  had  been  one  of  the  most  singular  chapters  of 
fortuitous  accidents,  ever  known  in  the  history  of  man. 
Destitute  of  principle,  and  without  credit  among  your  neigh- 
bors for  the  most  trifling  article  ;  from  abject  poverty  and 
bankruptcy,  you  had  been  tossed  into  affluence  and  the  most 
elevated  station  on  earth,  which  it  was  to  be  hoped,  would 
add  some  dignity  to  your  character.  But  no,  your  habits 
and  your  vices  formed  upon  a  heart,  corrupt  by  nature, 
and  a  disposition  most  low  and  grovelling,  had  become  too 
deeply  rooted  to  be  eradicated,  or  even  improved  or  con- 
trolled ;  and,  as  well  might  "  the  Ethiopian  change  his  skin 
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or  the  leopard  his  spots,"  as  for  such  an  old  transgressor  "  to 
cease  to  do  evil,  or  learn  to  do  good."  As  in  most  instances, 
of  the  sudden  elevation  of  wicked  men  to  power,  it  only- 
tended  to  heighten  your  corrupt  passions,  and  sharpen  the 
natural  ferocity  of  your  malignant  temper,  and  open  a  wider 
field  in  which  to  have  most  ample  scope  to  range  uncon- 
trolled in  your  iniquities.  To  accomplish  your  designs,  there 
has  been  no  means  too  base  to  bring  into  requisition,  nor  no 
instruments  too  wicked,  to  execute  your  vile  plans  ;  as  con- 
victed felons  have  been  admitted  to  your  confidence  in 
matters,  that  were  sedulously  concealed  from  your  constitu- 
tional advisers.  Often  have  you  given  orders  to  members  of 
your  Cabinet  to  make  appointments,  and  secretly  counter- 
manded the  same,  and  then  falsely  thrown  the  responsibility 
where  it  did  not  belong,  to  shield  yourself  from  exposure 
and  obloquy.  Many  times  have  you  been  known  to  make 
appointments  and  supersede  the  same  within  an  hour,  by 
an  applicant,  who  could  better  promote  some  vile  scheme,  or 
advance  some  sinister  design.  You  have  nominated  men  to 
elevated  offices,  with  a  special  agreement,  that  they  should 
appoint  your  relatives  to  subordinate  stations  under  them. 
You  have  promised  to  retain  men  in  office,  on  condition  that 
they  would  appoint  under  them  your  relatives,  and  after- 
wards, removed  them,  contrary  to  your  express  stipulation, 
You  have  received  money  from  contractors,  for  a  base  exercise 
of  power  in  their  favor,  and  threatened  the  removal  of  your 
subordinates  for  refusing  to  obey  your  peremptory  order,  and 
become  an  accomplice  in  your  iniquity.  It  has  been  your 
common  practice,  to  promise  the  same  office  to  at  least  ten 
different  individuals,  and  to  each  of  whom,  make  as  many 
heartless  pledges  to  perform,  and  then  sure  to  select  the  most 
worthless  and  incompetent.  You  have  offered  to  nominate 
prominent  whigs  to  high  places,  to  induce  the  Senate  to  con- 
firm your  obnoxious  appointments,  as  in  the  case  of  the  old 
actor,  Cooper,  your  son  Robert's  father-in-law.  You  have 
been  compelled  to  pay,  of  your  ill-gotten  gain,  to  prevent  an 
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exposure  of  your  intrigues,  by  confidants  you  had  deceived. 
You  have  been  coerced  to  appoint  many  of  your  confede- 
rates in  iniquity,  who  had  prepared  an  exposure  of  your 
infernal  plots  to  suppress  the  publication.  You  have  been 
grossly  insulted  in  the  Presidential  mansion,  by  those  whom 
you  had  wronged,  and,  through  fear  of  personal  violence, 
made  to  fulfil  your  agreements. 

Honorable  men  will  make  oath  that  you  have  falsely 
promised  them  at  least  twenty  times,  when  they  believe  you 
never  intended  to  perform,  and  often  qualified  the  same  by 
taking  the  name  of  your  God  in  vain,  or  calling  on  Him  as 
a  witness.  You  have  had  a  systematic  espionage  to  hunt 
down  your  opponents  in  office,  and  sent  the  vilest  of  the  vile 
to  decoy  them  into  an  abuse  of  you,  for  an  excuse  to  put 
some  of  your  panders  in  their  places.  You  have  caused 
claims  to  be  allowed  of  vast  amount,  which  had  been  re- 
peatedly refused,  by  the  two  preceding  administrations; 
and,  in  some  instances  it  is  known,  that  you  not  only  aided 
in  the  robbery,  but  partook  of  the  plunder  of  the  public  trea- 
sury. You  have  appointed  your  bitterest  enemies  and  revil- 
ers,  whom  your  malice  and  revenge  could  not  reach,  to  high 
places,  to  purchase  their  silence,  which  you  had  promised 
friends,  who  at  your  request  had  made  great  sacrifices  in 
your  cause. 

I  arraign  you  before  the  American  people,  and  charge  you 
with  having  got  up  your  Baltimore  Convention  for  one  of 
the  foulest  purposes  that  ever  disgraced  civilized  life.  From 
the  facts,  let  a  candid  world  decide ;  and  if  they  do  not  pro- 
nounce you  one  of  the  most  reckless  monsters  known  in 
history,  I  will  admit  myself  an  infamous  libeller,  unfit  for 
human  society.  The  true  cause  of  your  desperation  in 
urging  on  that  convention,  has  never  been  well  understood 
by  the  American  public.  You  never  intended  to  run  on  a 
third  ticket,  nor  to  make  the  least  effort  after  your  nomina- 
tion, as  subsequent  facts  and  your  careless  indifference,  con- 
clusively prove.    But.  all  the  engines  of  power  and  place — 
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all  the  ingenuity  your  privy  counsellors  and  confidants  could 
devise,  were  put  into  requisition.  You  threatened  an  indis- 
criminate removal  of  all  in  office,  who  would  not  attend  said 
convention,  or  pay  the  expenses  of  those  who  should.  You 
made  it  a  condition,  in  many  of  your  appointments,  that  a 
portion  of  the  salary  should  be  used  in  paying  the  expenses 
of  delegates  to  Baltimore.  You  promised  hundreds  of  of- 
fices to  induce  men  to  attend ;  and  rewarded  the  president 
of  the  august  body  with  the  consulate  to  Liverpool,  for 
which  he  was  about  as  suitable  as  you  would  be  for  an  an- 
gel of  light. 

You  caused  secret  circulars  to  be  issued,  threatening  re- 
movals of  those  who  would  not  sustain  the  journals  in  favor 
of  said  convention,  and  make  every  exertion  in  their  power 
to  have  a  large  number  in  attendance.  You  made  impor- 
tant appointments  to  office,  with  the  express  agreement  that 
those  appointed  should  establish  new  journals,  devoted  to 
your  cause  and  said  convention.  You  gave  me  a  peremp- 
tory order  to  a  member  of  your  cabinet,  to  make  certain  re- 
movals of  your  whig  opponents,  and  put  your  friends  in 
their  places,  because  you  were  told  you  would  have  no  de- 
legation from  my  state,  unless  you  were  more  prompt  in 
removing  your  enemies  and  rewarding  your  friends.  You 
gave  your  editors  carte  blanches  to  appoint  the  highest  bid- 
ders to  important  offices,  in  order  to  sustain  the  journals  in 
your  support,  and  ensure  a  respectable  number  at  Baltimore. 

Will  any  of  the  gentlemen  deny  this,  or  will  they  keep 
dark  1  It  was  your  suggestion  to  me,  to  "  make  them  pay 
well?  when  you  had  filled  my  pockets  with  commissions  to 
distribute  in  my  section,  and  "  be  sure  and  get  tip  a  good 
delegation  from  my  state?  that  so  disgusted  me  with  you7 
that  I  would  not  attend  at  Baltimore. 

For  several  weeks  previous  to  its  being  held,  you  were 
not  rational  on  the  subject — you  could  hardly  speak  of  any- 
thing else — you  seemed  to  think  of  nothing  else — your  whole 
soul  seemed  absorbed  in  the  affair — it  was  like  the  ruling  pas- 
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sion  strong  in  death ; — nothing  could  divert  you  from  the 
subject.  And  why  such  intense  anxiety — what  cared  you 
after  it  had  been  held,  and  what  was  your  real  object  ? 
Hear,  and  at  once  pronounce  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  infer- 
nal plots  ever  known  among  men.  Even  your  folly  could 
not  have  led  you  to  suppose  that  you  could  obtain  the  votes 
even  of  one-third  of  the  office-holders,  and  who  else  could 
have  sustained  you.  A  third  party  for  you,  would  not  even 
have  been  a  corporal's  guard,  which  could  have  had  no 
influence  with  the  general  result,  as  only  a  few  hundred 
shuffling  politicians  would  have  voted  for  you,  who,  at  the 
election,  divided  about  equally  between  the  regular  candi- 
dates, and  of  course  could  not  have  endangered  the  success 
of  either  party. 

By  getting  up  a  third  convention,  you  had  everything  to 
lose,  and  nothing  to  gain,  politically.  With  the  whigs, 
whom  you  had  betrayed  and  ruined,  you  could  never  have 
favor  or  identity ;  and  with  the  democracy,  you  would  ren- 
der yourself  still  more  obnoxious,  and  preclude  the  possibil- 
ity of  ever  being  recognised  as  a  member  of  the  party. 
You  knew  there  was  no  hope  but  political  death,  where 
there  could  be  no  resurrection.  Still  you  persisted  with  a 
furious  pertinacity.  Your  true  friends  remonstrated  with 
you  against  so  reckless  and  futile  a  project,  and  gave  evi- 
dence of  its  rashness  that  could  not  be  mistaken.  Why, 
then  so  determined  that  a  convention  should  be  held,  when 
you  knew  it  would  seal  your  political  destiny.  Some 
thought,  that  unlike  all  the  rest  of  mankind,  you  were  im- 
pelled on  to  action  without  a  motive.  But  no,  you  had  a 
motive,  and  an  odious,  vile  one,  it  was  too.  A  stronger 
passion  than  ambition  had  seized  upon  your  heart,  and,  like 
Aaron's  rod,  had  swallowed  all  the  rest. 

It  was  the  same  that  shorn  Sampson  of  his  hair,  and  di- 
verted Hannibal  from  the  subjugation  of  Rome.  It  was 
known  to  a  few  of  your  office-holders  in  New  York,  who 
were  your  pliant  tools,  to  effect  your  nefarious  design.     The 
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ostensible  object  was  to  deceive  ;  not  the  cabinet,  nor  either 
party,  nor  either  of  the  candidates,  which  was  impossible ; 
but  to  dupe  one  solitary,  yes,  now  truly  solitary  individual, 
and  the  last  person  on  earth  you  should  have  deceived,  who 
was  purposely  surrounded,  hemmed  in,  and  beset  on  all 
sides  by  your  parasites  and  flatterers,  and  made  to  believe 
that  your  election  by  the  people  was  almost  certain.  This 
is  a  delicate  subject,  but  all  recollect  the  important  event  in 
your  life,  which  equally  concerned  this  one  with  yourself, 
which  took  place  on  your  visit  to  New  York,  between  your 
nomination  at  Baltimore  and  your  declension  as  a  candidate. 
Every  reflecting  mind  will  at  once  arrive  at  the  conclusion, 
that  your  only  motive  in  all  that  "  commotion  motion  "  about 
your  nomination,  was  to  deceive  one,  and  only  one,  who, 
ere  this,  must  regret  those  aspirations  which  led  on  to  a  de- 
lusion which  cannot  fail  to  entail  misery  and  bitter  repent- 
ance through  life.*  After  the  consummation  of  this  foul  plot, 
what  cared  you  about  the  election,  in  which  you  knew  you 
had  no  more  chance  of  success  than  one  of  your  slaves. 

Why  did  you,  when  here,  seclude  yourself  from  your 
friends,  and  soon  after  your  return  from  New  York,  retire  to 
your  farm  in  Virginia,  and  pay  no  more  attention  to  the 
election  than  though  you  had  been  nominated  as  chief  ma- 
gistrate of  Herschell's  winged  inhabitants  of  the  moon. 
What  had  happened  in  a  few  weeks  to  make  your  chance 
more  desperate  and  hopeless  ?  Why  not  make  a  single  ef- 
fort after  the  grand  melo-drama  at  Baltimore,  to  get  up 
which,  all  the  moral  and  physical  energies  of  nearly  all  the 
dignitaries  of  a  mighty  nation  had  been  put  in  requisition  ? 
Had  you  been  actuated  by  any  other  motive  than  that  of 
deceiving  and  deluding  one  to  whom  you  should  have  been 
most  frank  and  candid.  Why  decline  ?  What  new  move  on 
the  political  chess-board  had  changed  your  position  with  the 
people?  What  on  earth  could  have  prompted  you  to  this 
disinterested  act  of  self-denial  and  lofty  patriotism  ?  What 
had  you  seen  in  your  seclusion  on  your  farm  to  impel  you 
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to  make  such  a  noble  sacrifice?  Like  Dioclesian  and 
Charles  the  Fifth,  were  you  wearied  with  the  weight  of 
Empire,  and  did  you  out  of  choice,  conclude  to  retire  to  the 
rural  scenes  of  domestic  life,  and  the  peaceful  quiet  of  the 
cottage  fireside  1  No  sir,  you  knew  as  well  before,  as  then, 
that  an  afterpiece  would  be  enacted,  and  that  the  same  busy 
politicians  would  get  up  a  committee  and  invite  you  to  de- 
cline, who  had  been  so  active  in  getting  up  the  first  play  in 
the  bill,  and  long  before  they  came  over  from  the  great  city, 
had  you  prepared  your  letter  of  resignation  or  declension  in 
Virginia.  A  most  contemptible  farce,  truly.  A  magnificent 
young  humbug,  from  the  old  one  of  1S40.  How  contemp- 
tibly ridiculous,  and  what  a  theme  for  foreign  critics  and  re- 
viewers, office-holders,  high  dignitaries  assembling  from  all 
parts  of  this  mighty  union,  in  grave  convention,  got  up  by 
an  old  man  to  aid  him  in  a  personal  intrigue,  which  would 
have  disgraced  the  court  of  Henry  the  Eighth.  You  know 
this  to  be  true  to  the  letter,  and  not  overdrawn.  You,  sir, 
have  admitted,  to  gain  that  one  point,  was  the  sole  object  of 
that  convention,  and  boasted  that  the  design  was  ingenious 
and  bold,  and  well  deserving  the  prize  you  had  won.  But 
beware  old  man — 

"Disappointment  lurks  in  many  a  prize, 
As  bees  in  flowers,  and  stings  us  with  success." 

I  intend  to  visit  New  York,  and  learn  all  the  facts  of  this 
grand  intrigue,  and  of  the  particular  part  performed  by  each 
of  the  distinguished  actors,  out  of  which,  I  intend  to  make 
a  most  amusing  chapter  in  this  curious  histoiy. 

You  are  soon  to  retire  to  private  life,  an  outcast  from  the 
society  of  all  honorable  men.  When  in  your  lonely  solitude., 
bring  to  mind  the  ruin  your  perfidy  has  brought  upon  the 
many  you  have  induced  to  sacrifice  their  all,  in  your  cause. 
Callous  as  you  are,  remorse  must  penetrate  your  bosom,  when 
left  to  solitary  reflection — bitter  must  be  the  cup  of  your  re- 
pentance, which  you  yet  are  to  drink  to  the  very  dregs; 
Such  wickedness  as  yours  can  never  go  unpunished — mise- 
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rable  must  be  the  rest  of  your  life — wretched,  indeed,  must 
be  your  end. 

In  such  a  career  of  vice,  to  the  loss  of  fortune  and  future 
prospects,  by  the  many  you  have  thus  deceived,  you  have 
added  one  of  the  most  poignant  feelings,  that  ever  wounded 
the  human  heart,  the  reflection  of  misplaced  confidence ; 
and  to  unrequited  kindness,  too  often,  alas  !  have  you  su- 
peradded the  bitter  sting  of  the  viper,  warmed  into  life. 
But,  avenging  justice,  though  sometimes  slow,  is  always 
sure  and  will  soon  thunder  down  anathemas  upon  your  head. 
The  accumulated  misery  your  perfidy  has  caused,  will  yet 
be  seen,  like  foul  spirits  passing  before  your  vision,  and 
make  you  curse  the  day  that  gave  you  birth.  Such  sins  as 
yours  will  be  remembered  by  the  children  of  those  you  have 
injured,  who  will  regard  you  as  a  monster  of  iniquity,  and 
your  name  will  be  odious  to  future  generations,  by  tradition, 
as  well  as  history.  To  you  the  ides  of  March  are  soon  to 
come ;  from  the  lofty  station,  where  a  freak  of  fortune  plac- 
ed you,  will  you  fall,  with  a  shock  that  will  convulse  your 
whole  frame.  I  can  imagine  your  feelings,  when  even  boys 
will  hiss  you  in  the  streets — when  the  vulgar  will  abuse 
you — the  refined  avoid  you — and  all  follow  you  with  the 
slow,  unmoving  finger  of  scorn,  wherever  you  go.  The 
thousands  you  have  ruined,  will  seek  their  own  modes  of 
redress.  My  task  is  begun.  By  this  history,  of  the  perfidy, 
intrigues  and  corruptions  of  your  accursed  administration,  I 
have  a  three-fold  object  in  view — First,  ample  and  honora- 
ble satisfaction  ;  second,  the  support  of  a  family  your  false 
promises  have  reduced  to  penury,  and  made  houseless  and 
homeless  ;  and  lastly,  the  good  of  my  country  and  the  cause 
of  virtue,  in  holding  you  up  in  a  proper  light,  a  warning  to 
all  future  generations. 

I  have  a  story  for  your  ears,  that  will  make  you  shudder 
as  did  Denmark's  king  at  Hamlet's  ghost.  With  all  your 
secret  history,  I  am  most  familiar.  Since  you  deceived  my 
friends,  I  have  not  been  idle.    Though  a  looker-on  in  Vienna, 
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I  had  a  right  to  study  your  character,  and  learn  your  true 
history.  It  was  my  duty.  I  had,  through  ignorance  of  you 
as  a  man,  said,  perhaps  more  in  your  favor  than  any  indi- 
vidual living,  not  even  excepting  your  famous  biographer, 
and  the  celebrated  Delazou  Smith.  When  I  found  you  false, 
corrupt,  and  entirely  dead  to  all  those  fine  and  tender  feel- 
ings, which  constitute  the  real  glory  and  greatness  of  man, 
far  below  where  your  most  vindictive  and  unrelenting  foes 
had  placed  you,  I  was  not  only,  most  sadly  grieved  at  my 
own  unguarded  confidence,  in  having  so  long  remained  your 
friend,  but  felt  that  I  had  a  high  duty  to  perform  in  unde- 
ceiving those,  whom  I  might  have  misled ;  while,  with  a 
warm,  yet  misguided  heart,  at  the  sacrifice  of  high  pro- 
fessional and  political  prospects — with  three  years  of  the 
prime  of  my  life — and  many  thousand  dollars,  to  the  great 
injustice  of  my  young  family,  at  the  earnest  solicitation 
of  yourself  and  friends,  I  boldly  defended  you  from  the  in- 
cessant and  unyielding  assaults  of  bqth  parties.  But,  others 
knew  you  then.  I  did  not.  All  shall  now,  full  well.  Every 
known  incident  of  your  life,  shall  have  all  the  advantages 
of  a  faithful  delineator.  AH  your  gambling  operations  with 
offices,  claimants,  and  speculators,  shall  be  brought  to  light, 
from  the  half  million  claim  you  ordered,  allowed  John  Ross, 
with  your  participation  in  the  plunder,  down  to  your  in- 
trigues with  fifty  dollar  postmasters,  to  coerce  their  support 
of  you. 

Though  in  this  expose,  "  nothing  extenuate,  nor  aught 
set  down  in  malice,"  yet  it  shall  be  as  faithfully  performed 
as  was  the  prophecy  of  the  destruction  of  the  temple,  when 
Titus  had  not  left  one  stone  upon  another.  Nor  shall  one  of 
your  parasites  escape,  who  dwell  not  below  contempt.  With 
private  character,  I  shall  not  meddle,  as  it  would  derogate 
from  the  dignity  of  the  work ;  and,  however  low,  mean, 
faithless  and  grovelling  you  may  have  been  from  your  boy- 
hood, up  in  private  life,  and  however  rich  the  chapter  might 
be,  I  cannot  connect  it  with  this  exposition,  which  of  itself 
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will  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  curiosity  of  the  most  curious, 
and  fill  the  wonder-working  faculties  of  the  most  marvel- 
lous. You  had  it  in  your  power  to  have  made  yourself  one 
of  the  most  popular  men  of  the  age,  while  occupying  your 
present  elevated  position  ;  but,  who  so  low  as  to  do  you  re- 
verence, or  even  treat  you  with  common  civility.  You  might 
have  been  beloved  and  respected  by  all,  and  received  the 
plaudits  of  a  great  people ;  but  now,  your  name  is  never 
mentioned  without  derision,  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land.  Your  intrigues  are  daily  coming  to 
light,  and  could  the  veil  have  been  thrown  off  at  once, 
which  have  covered  many  of  your  iniquities,  I  know  not 
how  the  indignation  of  an  abused  and  incensed  people 
would  have  prompted  them  to  act.  But  it  was  their  duty,  as 
good  citizens,  to  submit  for  a  brief  period.  May  it  be  a 
warning  in  all  time,  against  elevating  to  any  station,  such  a 
man  as  you  were  then  known  to  be  in  your  own  State,  as 
you  had  neither  credit  or  character  with  those  to  whom  you 
were  personally  known.  You  were  then  brought  forward  by 
the  delegation  from  Pennsylvania,  and  the  late  register  in 
the  land  office,  of  whom  you  have  just  made  a  victim,  no 
doubt  for  his  friendship  on  that  occasion,  did  more  to  pro- 
cure your  nomination,  than  any  other  member  of  the  con- 
vention. Not  even  in  your  own  Virginia,  with  all  its  obsolete 
State  pride,  did  they  want  you  as  the  candidate,  where  you 
were  then  regarded,  as  weak,  vacillating  and  dishonest,  by 
the  high-minded  of  both  parties,  and  hence  their  decided 
opposition  to  the  nomination  which  made  you  Vice-Presi- 
dent, and  subsequently,  by  the  frown  of  an  angry  Deity, 
placed  you  where  you  are  a  nation's  scourge .  and  curse. 
Recently,  when  Mr.  Bailey  declared  himself  on  the  floor  of 
Congress,  your  personal  as  well  as  your  political  friend,  by 
some  he  was  admired  for  his  moral  courage,  as  he  admitted 
that  much  odium  was  attached  to  your  character,  while  by 
strangers  to  him,  it  was  thought  he  must  have  beeen  select- 
ed from  among  the  eight  out  of  nine,  who  cannot  read  anc< 
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write  in  your  own  favorite  Accomac  district,  now  repre- 
sented by  him. 

But,  still  you  have  crept  along,  without  the  respect  of  your 
neighbors,  without  the  support  of  honorable  and  influential 
men,  who  knew  you  without  the  confidence  of  either  party, 
as  you  had  been  on  all  sides  of  most  important  questions, 
till  you  have  attained  a  giddy  height,  from  which  you  can- 
not look  down,  without  being  bewildered  at  the  strangeness 
of  your  situation,  and  the  mystery  of  that  destiny  which 
has  thus  misplaced  you.  But,  it  is  said,  the  ways  of  Provi- 
dence are  inscrutable.  Weak  and  wicked  men  have  ruled 
before,  and  had  you  been  placed  over  a  similar  people,  with 
the  same  power,  the  composition  of  your  nature  would  have 
made  you  one  of  the  most  vindictive  and  blood-thirsty  ty- 
rants, that  ever  scourged  mankind.  You  would  have  been  a 
prominent  actor  with  that  nation  of  madmen,  in  their  bloody 
drama  of  the  French  revolution.  It  would  have  been  your 
proper  sphere  of  action,  in  which  you  would  have  shown 
conspicuous,  and  where  you  might  have  satiated  the  natu- 
ral acerbity  of  your  ferocious  propensities.  You  would  have 
been  among  t\\e  first  to  introduce  the  guillotine,  and  to  put 
the  ingenuity  of  man  upon  the  rack,  to  invent  new  engines  to 
embitter  the  agonies  of  life,  and  sharpen  the  scythe  of  death. 

A  foreign  gentleman  of  great  worth,  with  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  men,  says,  that  in  the  composition  of  your 
disposition,  in  the  organization  of  your  brain,  in  the  giddy, 
varied,  and  often  idiotic  expression  of  your  countenance,  as 
also  in  the  wantonness,  recklessness,  and  malignity  of  your 
character,  you  ever  bring  to  his  mind  one  of  the  most 
bloody  actors  in  that  great  national  tragedy.  He  knew  him 
well  in  his  youth,  and  says,  that  the  resemblance  in  your 
whole  nature  is  most  striking,  and,  who  that  knows  you, 
doubts  how  you  would  have  acted,  had  you  been  thrown 
into  life,  in  the  midst  of  such  a  scene  of  turmoil,  blood  and 
anarchy,  which  quickened  all  the  energies,  and  sharpened 
all  the  vices  of  men. 
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Should  you  visit  Europe,  as  you  have  designed,  you  will 
find,  that  your  infamy  has  preceded  you  there,  as  "poor 
Robert  "  has  greatly  suffered  on  both  sides  the  Atlantic,  on 
your  account.  Like  yourself,  nearly  an  idiot  in  most  mat- 
ters, yet  he  possesses  the  faculty  of  haranguing  an  audience 
with  some  power ;  and  which  is  even  more  mysterious  than 
that  kind  of  lunacy,  in  which  a  man  may  be  insane  on  one 
subject,  and  on  all  others  perfectly  rational,  for  in  nothing 
else,  were  either  of  you  ever  suspected  of  having  the  least 
talent,  but  in  every  thing,  most  weak,  and  destitute  in  intel- 
lectual capacity.  But,  men  who  could  not  originate  a  sin- 
gle idea,  may  possibly,  by  much  reading,  with  a  good  me- 
mory, with  the  smallest  reflective  and  intellectual  faculties, 
learn  to  repeat  fluently,  the  sentiments  of  others,  which  at 
the  same  time,  they  do  not  understand,  and  which  can  alone 
account  for  your  possessing  this  single  quality,  when  so  per- 
fectly ignorant,  and  even  childish,  in  all  the  other  relations 
of  life. 

By  the  exercise  of  this  acquisition,  Robert  had  made  him- 
self most  popular  with  the  Irish  people,  for  whom  he  had 
much  exerted  himself,  and  who  regarded  him  as  the  second 
greatest  man  on  earth  ;  yet,  O'Connell  contemptuously  re- 
fused the  splendid  portrait  sent  him  by  the  Hibernian  Socie- 
ty in  New  York,  because  he  was  the  son  of  John  Tyler,  a 
man  who  had  degraded  his  country  and  the  cause  of  free- 
dom, at  home  and  abroad.  He  doubtless  knew  by  what 
motives  you  were  both  actuated,  in  your  repeal  efforts. 

Perhaps  he  reckoned  with  Virginians,  or  guessed  like 
Yankees,  that  you  were  after  Irish  votes.  Robert's  Ahasue- 
rus,  written  by  Howard  Payne,  for  which  he  was  sent 
abroad,  except  some  passages  with  which  it  was  interlard- 
ed, which  appear  like  desert  spots  in  the  midst  of  a  fertile 
plain,  was  considered  a  poem  of  no  ordinary  merit,  and  as  a 
whole,  would  have  reflected  credit  on  the  real  author  as  a 
first  production. 

"  But,"  says  a  distinguished  literary  lady,  "  rare  talents 


CORRUPTIONS  OF  THE  TYLER  DYNASTY.  47 

indeed  must  they  be,  to  have  credit  with  the  public,  in  a 
member  of  a  family,  to  whose  name  so  much  odium  lias 
been  attached,  by  the  faithlessness  and  duplicity  of  a  traitor 
father.  "  John  Tyler"  the  very  name,  is  sufficient  of  itself, 
to  strangle  at  its  birth,  the  loftiest  efforts  of  genius,  that  ever 
adorned  and  dignified  our  language,  and  can  only  be  appre- 
ciated in  the  son  by  other  generations,  when  the  remem- 
brance of  the  iniquities  of  the  father  are  buried  in  oblivion. 

Not  only  has  your  vile  course  degraded  your  family,  but  it 
has  politically  ruined  all  within  your  pestiferous  influence, 
who  identified  themselves  with  your  administration.  Blight- 
ing, indeed,  has  been  the  rule  of  "  Tyler  too."  The  tornado 
which  swept  over  the  land  in  1840,  as  predicted,  has  truly 
been  a  scourge  to  the  nation  ;  and  many  leading  politicians, 
in  that  extraordinary  campaign,  have  been  visited  with  de- 
feat, disaster,  misfortune,  and  death.  In  one  short  month 
after  his  inauguration,  General  Harrison  'died.  Better  for  you, 
had  you  also  died,  as  you  have  only  lived  to  perpetuate  your 
infamy,  and  entail  disgrace  on  your  posterity  and  country. 

By  remaining  in  your  cabinet,  the  "  God-like  Daniel "  is  so 
despised  by  his  party,  that  he  will  never  be  their  candidate 
for  the  Presidential  chair ;  disgraced,  like  all  who  have 
been  concerned  with  your  administration.  Henry  Clay, 
with  high  hopes  and  brilliant  prospects,  was  brought  for- 
ward by  acclamation,  as  the  whig  candidate,  and  was  un- 
expectedly defeated,  by  a  man  fresh  from  the  people,  which 
doubtless  closes  his  political  career.  Martin  Van  Buren, 
defeated  as  none  before  him  had  been,  entered  the  field 
again  for  1844,  but  was  thrown  overboard  by  the  members 
of  his  own  convention,  to  save  themselves  from  perishing 
in  the  general  wreck.  But,  each  of  these  distinguished 
leaders  of  the  respective  parties,  kept  clear  of  you,  knowing 
that  from  honorable  defeat,  they  might  recover,  but  from  con- 
nection and  contamination  with  you,  never. 

Not  so  with  the  two  great  intellects  of  the  age,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  and  Daniel  Webster,  of  whom  I  have  just  spoken. 
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Both,  politically  ruined,  by  holding  seats  in  your  cabinet — 
both  destroyed,  and  both  by  you.  Few  will  regret  the  fall 
of  your  first  premier,  as  he,  doubtless,  entered  largely  into 
your  intrigues,  and  during  a  very  wicked  portion  of  your 
vile  rule,  was  the  controlling  spirit,  and  a  most  evil  one,  too, 
for  the  country,  and  the  ultimate  triumph  of  democratic 
principles.  But,  in  the  political  destruction  of  Mr.  Calhoun, 
the  sacrifice  was  too  great,  too  noble,  and  forever  to  be  re- 
gretted, by  his  many  ardent  admirers  throughout  the  union. 
The  fact  of  his  having  accepted  a  seat  in  your  cabinet, 
though  unanimously  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  and  hailed 
with  acclamation  by  the  people,  from  pure  patriotism,  at  a 
most  critical  period  in  our  history,  when  such  commanding 
talents  were  indispensably  requisite,  and  the  duties  of  which 
he  has  discharged  with  great  ability,  fidelity,  and  honor  to 
the  country,  has  actually  injured  him  more,  with  the  public, 
than  all  his  opposition  to  General  Jackson,  and  his  grand 
scheme  of  nullification ;  and  has  so  changed  his  position 
with  the  American  people,  that  his  warmest  friends  will 
never  think  of  him  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidential  can- 
vass, and  there  exists  not  a  man,  whom  I  would  sooner  see 
elevated  to  that  once  proud  station.  Let  those,  who  doubt 
my  conclusion,  contrast  his  present  position  with  the  one 
he  occupied,  immediately  preceding  his  coming  into  your 
cabinet,  and  has  he  reasoning  faculties,  he  will  cease  to 
doubt,  though  you  might  not.  Had  he  not  refused  to  go 
into  the  Baltimore  Convention,  and  spurned  a  place  under 
you,  when  it  was  found  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  could  not  be 
nominated,  what  name  would  have  thrilled  through  that 
assembly  like  that  of  John  C.  Calhoun,  the  pure,  chivalrous, 
and  highly  gifted  Carolinian.  His  purity  of  morals ;  his 
sublimity  of  genius ;  his  deep  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  science  of  government ;  his  long  public  services  and 
practical  experience  ;  the  reminiscences '  of  his  collegiate 
life,  where  he  distanced  all  competition  with  his  fellows, 
and,  dazzled  by  the  splendor  of  his  intellect,  the  vision  of 
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his  preceptors ;  and  in  his  boyhood  entered  into  a  long  dis- 
quisition on  abstruse  philosophical  questions,  with  the  learned 
and  the  great  President  Dwight ;  with  hundreds  of  noble 
incidents  in  a  long  life  of  purity  and  virtue  ;  his  masterly  ex- 
sition  of  the  causes  of  the  war  of  1812,  with  the  bold  and  pa- 
triotic course  he  pursued  during  that  dark  and  gloomy  period 
in  our  country's  history ;  his  mighty  mind,  by  which  he 
seemed  to  comprehend,  with  the  rapidity  of  intuition,  all  the 
policies  of  war  and  peace,  and  all  the  domestic  relations  by 
which  human  society  is  bound  and  held  together  ;  his  great 
forensic  powers  in  the  debate,  where  he  shone,  a  star  of  the 
very  first  magnitude,  among  that  grand  constellation  of 
American  intellects,  whose  eloquence  was  an  era  in  our  Se- 
nate ;  and  with  the  whole  South,  which  would  have  been 
overlooked  even  by  the  North ;  the  lofty  and  self-devoted 
stand  he  took  in  opposition  to  the  "  black  tariff"  of  1828, 
when  sustained  by  a  name  which  carried  all  before  it,  be- 
cause hallowed  by  the  reminiscence  of  the  most  brilliant 
victoiy  ever  achieved  on  the  continent :  when  standing  aloof 
in  the  tenement  of  his  own  exalted  mind,  amidst  such  con- 
flicting elements,  regardless  of  personal  consequences,  ha- 
zarding, as  he  supposed,  all  his  high  hopes  for  the  good  of 
the  country  :  these,  all  these,  would  have  spoken  with  trum- 
pet tongues  in  his  favor,  and  would  have  ensured  his  trium- 
phant nomination  in  1844,  or  have  left  him  without  a  de- 
mocratic competitor  in  1848. 

But,  to  descend  from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous,  this 
Brougham,  this  Thiers  of  our  country,  was  in  the  cabinet 
of  him,  whose  very  name  was  a  personification  for  mean- 
ness ;  and  who,  for  the  basest  purposes,  had  at  the  same  time 
assembled  in  the  same  city,  a  spurious  convention  to  nomi- 
nate him  for  President  also,  which,  of  course,  precluded  the 
possibility  of  the  bare  mention  of  the  name  of  Mr.  Calhoun, 
which,  otherwise,  would  have  shook  the  building  to  its 
foundation.  And,  although  it  was  known  that  he  despised 
you,  would  not  associate  with  you  in  private  life,  and  was 
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often  tempted  to  resign,  out  of  contempt  for  you  ;  and,  al- 
though he  took  the  place  for  his  country's  good,  to  settle 
great  international  questions,  yet,  no  one  dared  to  insult  the 
convention  by  mentioning  his  name.  Such  was  the  utter 
contempt  in  which  you  were  held.  And  all  his  intellectual 
endowments,  purity  of  morals,  elevation  of  character,  can 
never  restore  him  to  that  proud  position  he  previously  occu- 
pied with  the  American  public. 

'Tis  passing  strange,  how  withering  has  been  your  ma- 
lign influence  on  all  around  you,  either  friends  or  officers 
under  you.  Nothing  could  more  injure  a  politician,  except 
having  been  convicted  as  a  felon,  than  having  been  your 
friend,  and  identified  with  your  administration.  Mr.  Cush- 
ing,  young,  ardent,  of  refined  manners  and  excellent  cha- 
racter, ranked  high  with  the  descendants  of  the  Puritans, 
and,  by  his  untiring  energy  and  commanding  talents,  had 
entered  into  successful  competition,  with  the  proudest  sons 
of  New  England ;  and,  what  might  not  have  been  his  fu- 
ture political  prospects,  had  he  spurned  from  him  you,  and 
your  mission  to  China.  When  will  he  be  sent  again,  an 
ambassador  to  a  foreign  court  ?  Not  till  you  are  elected 
President  by  the  people.  The  odium  of  your  hated  name 
will  haunt  him  through  life,  and  make  him  curse  the  hour 
his  evil  genius  attached  him  to  your  cause.  When  shall 
we  hear  more  of  Henry  A.  Wise,  the  file  leader  of  the  cor- 
poral's guard — another  of  your  victims.  He  could  cause 
the  murder  of  Cilley,  in  cold  blood,  and  be  returned  to 
Congress,  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  as  minister  to  Brazil, 
although  public  opinion  had  passed  its  severe  and  just  cen- 
sure upon  him,  and,  although  the  blood  of  the  murdered 
had  scarcely  stopped  flowing,  and  the  tears  of  the  widow 
and  the  orphans  were  not  yet  dried  up ; — yes,  and  live  it 
down,  and  rise  above  it  in  political  life.  But,  sir,  when  he 
wipes  out  the  stigma  of  having  been  your  friend,  you  will 
have  the  power  and  will  to  send  me  to  Russia. 

Did  not  conscience  thunder  in  his  eai,  that  at  the  great 
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day  of  accounts,  he  would  have  to  answer  for  the  blood  of 
his  victim,  he,  I  doubt  not,  would  sooner  obliterate  his  con- 
nection with  you,  from  his  life,  than  even  that  horrid  trage- 
dy, which  has  certainly  been  of  less  injury  to  him,  politi- 
cally. 

To  have  been  a  follower  of  Aaron  Burr,  in  his  bold  de- 
sign of  a  descent  upon  Mexico,  had  an  attraction,  that  was 
alluring  and  commanding,  and  to  be  excused  in  the  warm 
blood  of  youth,  after  years  of  purity  and  patriotism,  as  it 
has  been  in  many  of  his  accomplices,  who  have  since 
adorned  exalted  stations  in  the  republic,  one  of  whom,  I 
believe,  is  now  high  in  office,  in  our  great  commercial  em- 
porium ;  and,  the  fact  of  his  being  your  friend,  and  appoint- 
ed by  you,  injures  him  far  more,  than  his  connection  in  the 
alleged  treason  with  the  murderer  of  Hamilton,  and  will, 
no  doubt,  be  the  cause  of  his  removal,  by  the  coming  admin- 
istration. 

To  have  been  a  Tyler  man,  is  now,  you  are  so  well 
known,  so  repulsive  at  the  first  thought,  so  degrading  to  the 
mind,  that  the  stain  seems  indelibly  fixed ;  and,  although 
the  wound  may  become  cicatrized,  can  never  be  cured,  by 
all  the  healing  arts  of  wisdom  and  virtue.  I  would  take 
no  office  under  you,  and  early  left  you  ;  yet,  no  act  of  my 
life,  would  I  sooner  recall.  Not  even  all  the  errors  of  my 
youth,  and  my  manhood,  have  so  degraded  me,  in  my  own 
estimation,  or  so  injured  me  with  the  public ;  none  that  I 
would  sooner  be  tempted  to  deny,  or  an  allusion  to  which, 
in  my  presence,  I  would  so  quickly  regard  as  an  insult,  as 
my  friendship  to  you.  Would  to  heaven  I  had  been,  during 
that  time,  in  the  sleep  of  the  Knickerbocker  Dutchman. 

But,  thanks  to  my  good  stars,  I  abandoned  you  before 
your  nomination  ;  and  who,  after  this  exposition,  will  doubt 
the  sincerity  of  my  penitence.  No  one  shall ;  nor  that  I  have 
atoned,  as  far  as  mortal  man  can  atone,  for  every  word 
or  deed  of  mine,  in  your  favor,  when  this  work  shall  have 
been  fully  completed.    But,  who  can  expect  to  wipe  out 
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» the  stigma,  or  rise  superior  to  the  degradation  of  having 
been  your  supporter,  or  in  any  way  connected  with  your 
administration. 

Men  of  strong  intellects — of  fixed  integrity  of  purpose,  by 
their  own  native  energies,  unaided  by  the  fictitious  advan- 
tages of  birth  and  fortune,  often  surmount  great  obstacles, 
and  carve  their  own  way  to  honor  and  distinction.  But,  I 
know  of  none  of  your  friends,  or  of  those,  who  held 
prominent  places  under  you,  who  can  ever  recover  from 
their  fall. 

What  has  become  of  John  C.  Spencer,  who  figured  so 
largely  in  your  cabinet  ?  Where  is  he  ?  Who  has  heard 
of  him  since  he  left  Washington,  or  has  he  left?  Is  he 
living,  if  so,  where  ?  If  dead,  when  did  he  die  1  Has  he 
been  kidnapped,  like  the  famous  Morgan,  in  which  affair 
he  acted  so  conspicuous  a  part,  or  in  what  mysterious  man- 
ner has  he  disappeared  ?  No  one  can  tell  of  his  where- 
abouts, though  the  inquiry  is  often  made.  His  commanding 
talents  and  persevering  industry,  had  gained  him  a  high 
position  with  the  whigs,  though  his  changes  had  been 
nearly  as  frequent  as  those  of  the  moon.  Though  he  nearly 
ever  dealt  double  himself,  yet,  your  duplicity  Avas  so  low, 
that  he  could  not  but  despise  it  in  you.  Deceitful  himself, 
yet  he  could  not  descend  to  your  vulgar  level,  and  demean 
himself,  by  the  blackguard  meanness  of  your  faithlessness. 
He  usually  called  you  an  idiot,  and  spoke  of  you  in  derision. 
Knowing  you  as  he  did,  he  could  not  but  entertain  such 
sentiments,  and  often  freely  express  them.  In  his  famous 
Syracuse  address  of  the  Whig  Convention  in  1842,  he  had 
abused  you  in  the  most  unmeasured  terms.  That  most 
scorching  production,  laid  the  foundation  for  his  appoint- 
ment as  a  member  of  your  cabinet.  After  exhausting  our 
language,  for  terms  to  reproach  and  vilify  you,  without 
excuse  or  palliation,  you  had  the  meanness  to  offer  him  the 
War  Department,  and  he  the  meanness  to  accept  it,  by 
which  you  both  forfeited  all  claims  to  honorable  and  digni- 
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fied  society,  though  from  his  belligerent  attack  upon  you,  he 
might  well  have  been  taken  for  a  son  of  Mars,  and  conse- 
quently well  qualified  for  the  station.  But  his  appointment 
neither  changed  his  opinion,  nor  silenced  him  in  his  contu- 
melious expressions  of  you  ;  and  still  you  afterwards  nomi- 
nated him  to  the  Treasury  Department,  where  he  infused 
the  same  spirit  throughout,  in  which  you  were  seldom 
spoken  of,  even  by  the  lowest  clerks,  but  with  derision  and 
bitter  contempt.  Never  was  more  strange  conduct  among 
men  than  between  you.  The  more  fierce  his  warfare  upon 
you,  the  greater  his  power  over  you.  Iron  in  his  own  nature; 
he  ruled  you  with  a  rod  composed  of  the  same  material. 
He  compelled  you  to  nominate  him  to  Russia,  after  you  had 
driven  him  from  the  Cabinet.  For  his  abuse  of  you,  while 
there,  you  tried  your  utmost  to  make  him  Justice  of  the^ 
Federal  Court  for  life.  After  his  rejection  to  Russia,  he 
threatened  an  exposure  of  your  villany,  which  was  compro- 
mised, you  know  in  what  manner.  He  spurned  the  idea  of 
your  being  a  candidate  for  1844,  and  the  movements  to  get 
up  your  spurious  convention,  which  he  ridiculed  as  deserved. 
Of  all  this,  you  were  daily  told  from  the  beginning  :  when 
you  remonstrated,  he  defied  you,  and  appointed  under  him 
your  bitterest  revilers,  some  of  whom  were  paid  for  their 
daily  abuse  of  you  in  whig  papers.  He,  no  doubt,  would 
have  made  the  threatened  exposure,  of  which  so  much  was 
said,  had  the  circumstances  not  have  implicated  himself 
most  badly,  which  must  necessarily  have  been  detailed. 
They  will  all  soon  appear.  He,  like  all  the  rest  of  your 
confederates  in  iniquity,  with  many  who  would  not  enter 
into  your  schemes  after  they  had  learned  your  true  charac- 
ter, are  politically  ruined  by  their  having  been  at  all  connec- 
ted with  your  administration.  That  so  many  should  thus 
have  been  ruined,  who  were  innocent  in  their  support  of  you, 
is  greatly  to  be  regretted. 

Though  taunted  by  the  minions  of  despotism,  on  account 
of  these  exposures  of  your  accursed  career,  and  feeling  as 
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sensibly,  as  any  citizen  of  the  Republic,  for  our  wounded 
honor,  and  national  degradation;  yet,  a  sense  of  right, 
which  can  never  wrong  individuals  or  communities,  founded 
upon  the  eternal  principles  of  truth,  ever  proudly  sustaining 
itself,  impels  me  onward,  in  thus  doing  justice  to  you, 
John  Tyler.  So  base,  so  foul,  has  been  your  career,  that  all 
mankind,  should  know  and  abhor  you.  In  other  languages, 
the  story  should  be  written,  that  a  human  being  exists,  who 
delighted  in  making  his  best  friends  the  special  objects  of 
his  vengeance ;  and,  as  chief  magistrate  of  a  mighty  Re- 
public, over  whose  surface,  moves  a  mass  of  intellect  and 
virtue,  without  a  parallel  in  ancient  or  modern  times,  you 
have  sold  offices  of  the  Government,  like  cattle  in  the  market, 
and  with  your  sons  and  satellites,  have  made  a  regular 
traffic  in  places  of  profit  and  power  ;  and  not  only  have  you 
partaken  of  the  plunder,  but  often,  like  the  chief  of  a  pirate 
ship,  have  you  seized  upon  the  largest  share  of  the  spoil  for 
yourself. 

Have  I  said  anything  libellous,  prosecute  me,  and  I  will 
substantiate  every  charge  I  have  made,  by  hundreds  of 
highly  respectable  witnesses,  who  are  anxious  to  see  your 
iniquities  exposed  in  the  most  public  manner  possible,  and 
on  every  proper  occasion.  I  challenge  you  into  a  court  of 
justice,  as  I  have  the  facts  and  the  proofs,  the  collection  of 
which,  has  cost  me  the  labors  of  a  year,  which  will  soon 
appear  in  detail  before  the  people,  and  present  an  array  so 
formidable  as  to  astound  the  public  mind.  You  well  know 
the  author,  and  are  in  a  fair  way  to  feel  him  too,  and  the 
publication  far  and  wide,  will  be  admitted,  as  I  intend  it 
shall  penetrate  every  hamlet,  and  every  cot. 

Your  Connecticut  and  New  Jersey  operations  are  well 
prepared,  and  will  be  carefully  presented  to  the  examination 
of  the  good  people  of  this  country,  with  the  manner  in 
which  you  have  sold  offices  in  those  States.  The  three 
hundred  dollar  check,  given  for  a  certain  post  office,  in  the 
land  of  Hartford  convention  memory ;  and  the  gold  watch 
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that  was  also  given,  for  a  certain  travelling  post  office  in  the 
country  somewhere,  will  be  in  the  schedule  of  the  small 
receipts  of  your  sales  for  value  received.  But  these  are  only 
items  of  small  magnitude,  as  compared  with  the  thousands 
of  business  transactions  in  the  sale  of  offices  and  contracts, 
and  of  your  vile  exercise  of  power.  The  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  Custom  Houses,  will  be  peculiarly  favored  with 
my  polite  attention.  With  the  former,  I  shall  deal  in 
wholesale  and  retail,  with  the  latter,  more  particularly  in 
retail  and  detail,  as  the  low  manoeuvres  of  your  son  Robert 
&  Co.  at  the  latter,  can  only  be  canvassed  on  a  small  scale. 
Boston  and  Baltimore,  will  each  receive  a  passing  notice, 
and  some  very  curious  facts  will  be  developed. 

Subsequent  letters  will  disclose  facts  that  will  startle  the 
whole  nation,  and  when  you  see  their  enormity  depicted  in 
their  true  light,  you  will  hide  your  own  face  in  shame,  and 
all  must  blush  for  their  country.  The  circumstances  detailed 
will  be  of  the  most  curious  character,  ever  published  on  this 
side  the  Atlantic,  with  proofs  carrying  sure  conviction  to 
every  reflecting  mind.  One  number  will  principally  be  de- 
voted to  prominent  falsehoods  you  have  told  during  your 
administration,  in  which  it  will  be  shown,  that  you  were 
not  only  in  the  constant  habit  of  making  faithless  promises, 
but  that  it  had  so  become  a  second  nature,  that  you  would 
often  make  statements  you  knew  to  be  untrue,  e\%i  on  grave 
questions  of  State,  in  which  you  could  not  be  mistaken. 
So  proverbial  had  it  become,  that  not  a  member  of  your  " 
cabinet  would  place  any  reliance  upon  you,  from  the  first  to 
the  last,  nor  one  that  would  predicate  a  promise  upon  your 
word.  Not  even  in  the  common  walks  of  life,  are  you  relied 
upon,  in  any  of  your  statements.  From  your  boyhood  up, 
you  seem  to  have  been  a  personification  for  meanness,  an 
innate  villain :  some  writer  has  compared  man  to  a  bundle 
of  habits,  you  could  not  have  been  entirely  the  creature  of 
habit. 

Nature,  in  its  most  crude  and  corrupt  form  must  have 


56  CORRUPTIONS    OF    THE    TYLER   DYNASTY. 

moulded  your  disposition.    Some  men  naturally  good,  h? 
degrees  become  bad,  and  contract  vices  of  the  most  heinous 
kind.    By  frequent  repetition,  they  become  deeply  rooted, 
and  spread  wide  and  deep  over  all  the  soul.     But  men  of 
such  caste,  leap  not  by  one  bound  into  the  gulf  of  wicked- 
ness.    With  them,  the  descent  is  gradual,  though  sometimes 
rapid,  and  time  and  corrupt  associations  are  always  requisite 
to  change  feelings,  once  benevolent  and  kind,  into  gall  and 
blood,  or  to  blacken  and  annihilate  the  purity  of  a  spotless 
heart.     Destitute  of  any  fixed  principle  of  right,  you  easily 
and  early  contracted  habits  of  falsehood  and  chicanery,  and 
so  constant  in  the  practice,  that  you  doubtless  often  spoke  of 
matters,  with  such  recklessness,  and  careless  indifference, 
that  you  remembered  not  what  you  had  said,  and  if  recol- 
lected, by  a  repetition,  you  soon  believed  the  truth  of  your 
assertion,  however  absurd.     Such  men  are  more  often  found 
in  the  lower  walks  of  life,  where  habitually  they  become  so 
depraved,  that  they  seldom  speak  the  truth,  when  even  it 
would  better  subserve  their  immediate  ends.     They  are  the 
most  dangerous  persons  that  infest  human  society,  or  dis- 
grace civilized  life.     They  are  sometimes  seen  as  witnesses 
in  courts  of  justice,  where  hundreds  of  their  neighbors  swear 
that  they  have  been  so  in  the  constant  practice  of  "  lying 
direct,"  that  they  would  not  dare  to  believe  them  under  oath, 
even  in  rrflfcters,  where  they  could  neither  be  swerved  by 
prejudice  or  interest. 

Having  no  fixed  rule  of  action,  no  landmark  of  principle, 
to  define  and  guide  their  conduct,  it  is  often  out  of  their 
power  to  tell  truth,  when  they  might  desire  to  do  it.  Such 
is  the  imperious  dominion  of  this  wretched  habit  over  the 
human  mind,  as  even  men  with  some  good  qualities,  will 
suffer  this  odious  vice  so  deeply  to  root  itself,  that  by  no 
exertion  can  it  ever  be  eradicated.  No  more  damning  sin, 
or  one  more  hard  to  be  overcome,  ever  cursed  the  human 
race.  But  that  such  a  being,  with  such  habits  and  vices, 
\^    should  ever  become  President  of  this  mighty  Republic,  must 
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have  been  an  event  uniooked  for  by  mortal  man.  I  could 
enlarge ;  but,  why  should  I,  in  regard  to  a  character  so  well 
known  as  yours.  Who  could  ever  believe  you,  after  having 
told  your  friends,  when  you  declined,  that  you  had  a  pledge 
from  Colonel  Polk  in  writing,  that  they  should  be  specially 
favored  by  him,  if  elected  President.  A  specimen  of  your 
falsehoods.  It  will  soon  be  seen  with  what  indignity,  you 
and  your  sons,  and  the  vile  creatures  around  you,  will  be 
spurned  from  the  White  House,  which  will  at  once,  be  puri- 
fied of  all  such  pollution  by  the  new  President,  in  a  manner 
becoming  the  dignity  of  the  station,  and  the  character  of  the 
American  people.  His  morality  is  too  elevated,  to  suffer  a 
vestige  of  your  corruptions  to  defile  his  administration. 

He  send  you  ambassador  to  England?  As  soon  would 
he  think  of  arousing  from  the  tomb  of  his  infamy,  the  revo- 
lutionary traitor,  and  make  him  Generallissimo  of  the 
American  armies  in  the  event  of  a  war  with  that  country. 
If  we  mistake  not  the  character  of  the  President  elect,  tho- 
rough reforms  will  be  made  in  each  of  the  Departments  of 
the  General  Government  at  Washington,  which  you  have  v 
converted  into  dens  of  iniquity ;  where  all  your  intrigues, 
from  the  secretaries  down  to  the  messengers,  will  be  exhi- 
bited for  public  execration.  Little  has  transpired  that  has 
escaped  me,  or  the  particulars  of  which,  I  have  not  learned 
from  authentic  sources.  No  where  else  on  earth,  perhaps^ 
ever  existed  such  corruptions,  as  in  these  departments  under 
you.  The  people  know  little  of  them.  When  the  indus- 
trious farmer  and  mechanic  shall  have  read  of  the  manner 
in  which  you  have  polluted  the  Presidential  mansion,  and 
how  the  subtle  poison  has  penetrated  every  avenue,  of  every 
department,  and  spread  itself  from  the  great  store-house  of 
corruption,  all  over  the  land,  they  will  tremble  for  their 
country,  and  be  tempted  to  doubt  the  capacity  of  man  for 
self-government ;  they  will  begin  to  calculate  the  difference 
between  the  intrigues  of  free  and  despotic  governments,  with 
the  relative  value  of  each,  while  they  will  wonder,  where 
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slept  the  thunders,  when  such  iniquities  were  suffered  to  go 
unpunished.  Long  since,  no  doubt,  the  Augean  stable 
should  have  been  cleansed. 

As  in  most  countries,  the  places  where  the  laws  are  made 
to  reform  and  control  society,  Washington  soon  became  the 
most  corrupt  in  the  land.  Few  have  been  able  to  resist  the 
temptations,  and  elude  the  snares  of  this  horrid  place.  Too 
oft,  alas  !  have  men  of  genius  and  virtue,  yielded  to  its  al- 
lurements, and  soon  sank  to  the  lowest  depths  of  pollution 
and  infamy.  To  send  a  man  of  mind  and  energy  from  the 
pure  hills  of  his  nativity  to  congress,  was,  in  four  cases,  out 
of  fiye,  to  send  him  to  destruction,  and  prepare  him  for  a 
drunkard's  grave.  Where  virtue  alone  should  be  honored, 
vice  stalks  abroad  at  noon-day,  in  all  its  naked  deformity. 
Instead  of  elevating  the  young  advocate  and  politician  into 
the  dignified  statesman,  it  has  almost  invariably  consigned 
him  to  misery  and  perdition. 

Much  had  been  done  under  the  pure  administrations  of 
Jackson  and  Van  Buren,  to  correct  this  growing  evil.  After 
the  war  of  1812,  the  nation  fell  into  a  state  of  lethargy,  so 
far  as  the  General  Government  was  concerned.  The  people 
became  too  busily  engaged  in  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life, 
in  order  to  repair  their  own  individual  fortunes,  and  restore 
the  country  to  its  former  vigor,  to  watch  the  movements  at 
the  obscur#place  where  the  federal  powers  assembled.  Bold, 
decided,  and  energetic,  General  Jackson  became  most  popu- 
lar, because  it  was  thought,  that  he  would  correct  the  abuses 
which  had  crept  into  the  lax  administration  of  Mr.  Munro, 
and  laid  the  foundation  for  the  corrupt  one  of  John  Quincy 
Adams.  All  that  was  expected  from  him,  who  had  termi- 
nated the  late  war  in  a  blaze  of  glory,  was  more  than  real- 
,  ized.  Under  his  successor,  notwithstanding  the  abuse  by 
J  the  whigs  of  the  President  in  1840,  the  country  was  blessed 
with  a  pure  administration.  Whatever  may  have  been  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  errors,  in  attempting  to  forestall  public  opinion 
in  other  States,  by  his  Missouri  movements,  and  packed  con- 
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ventions,  to  procure  his  nomination  for  1844,  no  one  can 
doubt  his  having  been  actuated  by  the  purest  motives  in  his 
government  of  this  complex  confederacy.  No  corruptions 
crept  into  the  departments  under  him.  A  sagacious  high- 
minded  statesman,  the  sole  object  of  his  ambition,  seemed  to 
be  to  purify  the  Country  from  the  abuses,  which  had  "  grown 
with  the  growth,  and  strengthened  with  the  strength  "  of  the 
United  States  Bank.  He  hazarded  all  his  high  hopes,  by 
his  decided  opposition  to  these  corruptions,  and  by  his  integ- 
rity and  firmness,  in  sustaining  measures  calculated  to  purify 
the  political  system.  He  recommended  his  leading  measure. 
When  told  by  some  of  his  friends,  that  it  would  array  all  the 
monied  influence  and  corruptions  in  the  land  against  him, 
and  defeat  his  re-election,  he  nobly  said,  "  Be  it  so,  I  shall 
have  discharged  my  duty  to  my  country,  and  posterity  will 
do  justice,  to  my  motives,  and  appreciate  the  measure." 

Such  were  the  men  you  succeeded,  and  fifty  years  cannot 
restore  the  moral  tone  of  society  to  the  condition  in  which 
you  found  it  at  Washington.  As  in  monarchies,  so  in  Re- 
publics, those  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  however  much 
despised,  have  unbounded  influence  on  the  morals  and  prin- 
ciples, not  only  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  capital,  but 
throughout  the  whole  nation.  It  has  been  wisely  said,  that 
"  when  the  wicked  rule,  the  people  mourn."  They  not  only 
mourn,  but  they  become  wicked  themselves,  and  imitate  the 
vices  of  their  rulers.  Centuries  cannot  efface  the  influence 
of  the  reigns  of  Henry  the  Eighth  and  Charles  the  Second, 
upon  the  character  of  the  English  nation.  When  will  the 
example  of  George  the  Fourth  be  lost  in  its  malign  influence 
upon  the  young  nobility  of  that  country. 

Though  I  intended  not  to  meddle  with  your  private  cha- 
racter, and  the  example  you  have  set  for  your  sons,  and 
their  vile  associates ;  yet,  as  connected  with  your  term,  it 
might  not  be  improper,  as  public  men  are  public  property. 
How  often  have  you,  in  their  presence,  become  so  inebriated 
tW  your  servants  had  to  assist  you  to  your  bed,  and  of  the 
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sons,  I  will  now  only  ask,  whether  they  did  not  follow  your 
example,  and  tread  in  the  footsteps  of  their  illustrious  sire  ? 
Will  you  deny  that  you  frequently  with  them,  were  engaged 
in  bacchanalian  reveries  in  the  Presidential  mansion,  which 
were  succeeded  by  scenes  at  which  the  heart  recoils,  and 
humanity  shudders  1  Will  you  deny,  that  after  scenes  of 
blasphemy  and  revelry,  that  in  connexion  with  them,  and 
with  their  full  knowledge,  you  have  prostituted  your  acci- 
dental residence  for  purposes  too  base  here  to  be  related  ? 
Why  many  would  ask  were  you  at  one  time  rather  pleasant, 
and  at  another,  so  neglectful,  and  abusive  of  your  best 
friends,  as  well  as  of  strangers  ?  Because  you  were  con- 
stantly engaged  in  all  kinds  of  dissipation  and  licentiousness 
in  private  life,  as  well  as  public,  which  made  your  naturally 

v'  bad  temper  most  sour  and  uneven.  You  were  often  unable 
to  recognize  men  with  whom  you  were  well  acquainted, 
when  just  recovered  from  the  effects  of  one  of  your  de- 
bauches. Those  who  knew  not  your  habits,  were  astounded 
at  your  strange  conduct.  I  cannot  in  this  work  descend  to 
particulars. 

You  well  know  all,  and  all  shall  be  truly  told.  Think  of 
the  influence  your  example  must  have  exerted  upon  private, 
as  well  as  public  morals  ;  not  only  on  those  around  you,  but 
throughout  the  land;  Heaven  only  knows  when  its  direful 
effects  will  no  longer  be  felt.     Thousands  of  pure  young 

>/  men,  since  you  came  into  power,  have  visited  this  den  of 
iniquity,  and  contracted  habits  that  will  prove  their  ruin. 
Did  they  seek  office,  they  were  told  by  some  of  the  knowing 
ones,  that  the  first  steps  were  to  give  your  sons  a  champagne 
dinner,  get  them  intoxicated  in  the  afternoon,  carry  them 
home  if  necessary,  and  end  in  an  after-piece  with  you,  in  the 
peoples  house,  of  blasphemy,  debauchery,  and  drunkenness, 
and  their  ends  were  accomplished.  At  this  idea,  so  corrupt 
in  its  principle,  so  revolting  in  its  nature,  they  would  at  first 
start  back  with  astonishment.  They  were  told  that  it  was 
the  only  sure  mode  of  success.    They  would  begin  to  falter 
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in  their  resolution ; — anxious  for  the  place,  and  having  been 
at  much  trouble  and  expence,  they  at  length  yield  : 

"  Vice  is  a  monster,  of  so  frightful  mien, 
To  be  hated,  needs  only  to  be  seen ; 
Yet  seen  too  oft,  familiar  with  her  face, 
We  first  endure,  then  pity,  then  embrace." 

The  many,  many  appointments,  made  in  this  way,  with 
the  hundreds  ruined  by  your  baleful  example,  is  indeed  most 
startling.  Through  such  influences,  one  of  the  most  noto- 
rious associates  of  Monro  Edwards,  was  nominated  by  you 
to  an  important  office,  which  the  Senate  indignantly  refused 
to  act  upon,  and  compelled  you  to  withdraw.  It  is  most 
curious  what  you  have  been  induced  to  do,  by  such  men  as 
you  had  around  you.  You  are  at  once  the  most  jealous, 
and  yet,  most  credulous  man  I  ever  knew.  That  you  have 
sometimes,  in  your  odious  appointments  been  imposed  upon, 
I  doubt  not,  though  as  a  general  rule  of  action,  you  seemed 
to  make  the  worst  selections  from  pure  choice.  You  have 
been  induced  to  place  men  in  office,  of  the  most  notorious 
and  abandoned  characters,  as  mere  experiments  on  your  ig- 
norance and  credulity.  Graphic  sketches  will  be  given  of 
many  of  these  scenes,  with  the  characters  and  histories  of 
some  of  the  prominent  actors,  in  their  most  curious  parts  in 
the  magnificent  farce  of  your  interregnum  administration. 
For  the  good  of  mankind,  it  is  most  sincerely  to  be  hoped, 
that  with  the  next  President,  a  new  order  of  things  will 
correct  as  far  as  possible,  the  terrible  evils  you  have  brought 
upon  the  nation,  though  its  pernicious  influence  will  be  seen 
and  felt  by  succeeding  generations. 

Of  your  appointment  of  Cornelius  P.  Van  Ness,  Collector 
at  New  York,  I  cannot  omit  a  passing  notice.  No  greater  in- 
sult was  ever  offered  a  free  people.  A  stranger,  not  even  a 
resident  or  voter  in  the  city,  without  a  feeling  in  common 
with  the  citizens,  or  either  party,  with  whom  he  had  nei- 
ther caste  or  identity,  is  transferred  from  another  State,  and 
given  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  controlling  offices  in 
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the  Government,  to  the  neglect  and  exclusion  of  all  the 
worth  and  talent  of  the  Empire  State.     Apostate  and  outcast 
as  you  are  from  all  parties,  and  strangely  misplaced  as  you 
are,  yet,  such  an  indignity  was  unlooked  for.  even  from  you, 
to  that  portion  of  the  commonwealth,  which  comprises  at 
least,  one  fifth  of  the  whole,  whether  considered   from  her 
vast  moral  and  physical  resources,  or  in  any  point  of  view. 
Had  you  taken  him  from  Virginia,  from  whence  you  have 
unjustly  filled  so  many  more  important  places,  than  the  State 
is  entitled  to,  it  would  not  have  been  so  singular,  though  no 
less  an  insult,  but  it  was  indeed  passing  strange,  that  you 
should  have  sent  one  down  from  the  Green  Mountains,  and 
place  him  among  such  a  mass  of  intellect,  in  so  peculiar 
a  position,  when  great  ability  and  much  practical  experience 
are  indispensable  requisites.     Had  he  been  made  Post  Mas- 
ter at  Richmond,  or  Collector  at  Norfolk,  by  a  New  York 
President,  how  would  the  wounded  pride  of  the  old  domin- 
ion have  brooked  the  gross  insult.     Her  haughty  sons  would 
have  razed  the  building  to  its  foundations  and  have  driven 
him  from  the  State  rather  than  have    submitted.     But, 
coming  from  the  source  it  did,  as  we  have  learned  to  expect 
any  thing  from  your  folly,  vileness,  and  caprice,  the  people 
of  that  noble  State  have  quietly  submitted,  knowing  that 
such  a  marked  indignity  will  be  rebuked  in  a  prompt  and 
becoming  manner  by  the  ensuing  administration.    Why,  too, 
was  that  man  entitled  to  such  a  pre-eminent  honor  ?    For 
what  splendor  of  achievement,  what  important  service  to 
our  common  country,  what  lofty  act  of  patriotism  and  self- 
denial  ?    Nothing  of  the  kind,  nor  that  he  was  an  old  and 
tried  democrat,  who  had  long  toiled  in  the  party  without 
reward ;  for  soon  after  he  came  back  into  the  ranks,  he  was 
made  Minister  to  Spain,  at  the  tune  of  $18,000  for  the  first 
year ;  nor,  that  he  had  been  any  too  pure  in  his  political 
associations,  for  he  had  been  attached  to  all  sorts  of  politi- 
cians from  Aaron  Burr  to  John  Tyler,  the  most  odious  uames 
known  in  our  history,  save,  that  of  Benedict  Arnold. 
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Think  not,  that  like  the  incendiary,  who  fired  the  temple 
of  Diana,  at  Ephesus,  I  wish  to  acquire  fame,  by  attaching 
my  name  to  the  destruction  of  a  magnificent  structure ;  for, 
if  any  thing  hands  you  down  to  posterity,  it  will  be  such 
facts  as  I  shall  detail ;  and,  much  rather  would  I  die,  un- 
known, than  have  the  world  suppose,  that  I  would  prosti- 
tute my  talents  on  so  vile  an  object.  True,  I  thought  the 
nation  insulted,  by  the  toast  at  the  Ashburton  dinner,  in 
New  York,  as  also  on  a  subsequent  occasion  at  Boston ;  yet 
I  knew  not  then,  that  circumstances  might  be  such  as  to 
require  a  good  people  to  submit  to  a  ruler,  for  awhile  so  en- 
tirely destitute  of  personal  worth,  that  the  insult  was  no 
insult  at  all,  to  a  great  nation,  as  your  position  was  so  clearly 
defined ;  and,  although  you  were  where  you  were,  it  was 
no  rebuke  to  a  people,  over  whom  accident  had  tossed  you, 
contrary  to  their  intentions,  and  in  a  place  with  which  you 
could  have  no  possible  identity ;  yet  the  genius  of  our  free 
institutions,  required  their  submission  for  awhile,  it  being 
nothing  more  than  a  compliance  with  the  constitution,  be- 
queathed them  by  their  illustrious  ancestors,  but  who  never 
intended  any  station,  however  exalted,  should  shield  a  vil- 
lain from  merited  rebuke,  and  the  indignation  of  an  insulted 
and  incensed  people. 

Think  not  that  you,  sir,  for  what  you  are,  could  have 
prompted  these  remarks.  Your  station,  and  the  odium  you 
have  brought  upon  it,  and  your  country,  with  the  facilities 
thus  afforded  you,  to  ruin  individuals  and  families,  could 
have  alone  impelled  me  to  action  ;  for,  were  you  a  private 
citizen,  you  would  have  no  associates  among  gentlemen, 
and  even  blackguards,  would  spurn  you  from  their  presence, 
and  the  little  honor  among  thieves,  would  make  them  des- 
pise a  man,  in  whose  heart,  nothing  true  nor  confiding 
dwells ;  and  who  has  sank  himself  so  low,  that  the  satire 
of  Juvenal,  the  sarcasms  of  Junius,  and  the  scorching 
irony  of  Randolph,  concentrated  to  a  single  point,  could 
form  no  term  of  reproach,  no  idea  of  detestation,  in  which 
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you  should  be  held,  by  all  who  believe  that  truth  is  the  great 
bond  of  social  union,  and  the  perennial  spring  which  moves, 
exalts,  and  dignifies  our  nature. 

Did  I,  sir,  possess  the  power  of  a  magician,  and  could  I, 
by  the  wave  of  my  wand,  convert  the  Presidential  mansion 
into  one  solid  mass  of  gold,  and  become  its  possessor  by  fee 
simple,  as  well  as  of  the  exalted  station  now  disgraced  by 
you,  by  the  free  suffrages  of  this  great  people,  I  would  not 
possess  your  heartless  disposition,  and  be  guilty  of  one  of  the 
thousand  subterfuges  I  shall  expose,  that  you  have  practiced 
since  sad  accident  placed  you  where  you  are  ;  though  true, 
as  a  tool,  the  democracy  used  you,  to  save  us  from  the 
blighting  influence  of  a  monster  and  a  monarch  bank,  even 
more  to  be  dreaded  in  this  republic,  than  would  have  been 
the  armies  of  Napoleon,  in  the  proudest  days  of  his  Impe 
rial  power  ;  and,  although  it  aspired  to  no  divided  empire, 
and  rivers  of  blood,  might  have  flowed  ere  it  could  have 
been  swept  away ;  yet  that  was  possible,  but  to  wash  out 
V*  the  stain  of  having  such  a  man  rule  over  such  a  people, 
would  require  the  fiat  of  an  Almighty,  whose  power  could 
banish  matter  from  existence. 

If  I  have  been  enabled  to  penetrate  the  dark  recesses  of 
your  inhuman  heart,  rest  assured  that  I  have  also  searched 
the  secret  avenues  of  your  store  house  of  corruption,  and 
secured  an  abundance  of  materials,  to  amply  remunerate 
me  for  the  heartfelt  sacrifices  I  have  made,  for  one  who  has 
no  feeling  in  common  with  his  species,  whose  headstrong 
passions  have  heightened  all  the  vices,  which  could  only 
dwell  in  a  soul,  debased  by  premature  corruption  from  its 
infancy,  corroded  by  the  poison  of  the  worst  associations  in 
youth,  permitted  to  range,  uncontrolled,  by  a  neglected  edu- 
cation, and  impelled  on  in  after  life,  by  the  same  reckless 
ambition,  which  caused  Nero  to  fiddle  while  Rome  was 
burning,  and  Robespierre  to  exult,  when  the  smoke  of  his 
country's  choicest  blood  was  ascending  from  every  hill  and 
vale  in  all  the  empire. 


